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The Osaka Asahi ‘has’ racalved ‘a: telogram’. ae 2 : a 
from Seoul, dated the 4th inst., stating that the: — - 
U.S. Minister has applied to the Corean Govern- : 


Bubonic plague, aftera short cessation of nearly 
two weeks, has reappeared in Manila, two cases 
being discovered on the 10th inst., one in the 
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Valley. Two companies instead of a wing of a 
Burma Battalion will be stationed there 
for the present, but next year probably 
the post will be made over aitarethot to a 
detachment of Military Police. 

The N. C. Daily News reports that despatches 
have been received from Peking by the local 
mandarins stating that H.E. Shéng has been 
sent for by the Tsungli Yamén to go up to 
Peking at once, to investigate the recent des- 
truction of the Northern Railway lines and to 
assist in the negotiations with the Foreign 
Ministers, which are expected to take place in 
the near future. If the negotiations end. 
favourably to all concerned there is every 
probability that H. E. Shéng will be made 
a Vice-President of the Board of Works as a 
reward for his assistance. 

According to a Shanghai native paper, there 
has been a great amount of kidnapping at 
Hankow recently; in fact it has been a daily 
occurrence. A kidnapper was caught lately and 
sent to the Hsia-kow magistrate, who, however, 
inflicted no punishment. The next two caught, 
therefore, on the 30th ult., were promptly 
beaten to death by the inhabitants of Hankow. 
It appears that the scare arose in connection 
with an idea that children are needed to_be 
sacrificed to the foundations of the Lu-Han 
railway, as the recent Aberdeen scare at 
Hongkong was connected with the Canton- 
Kowloon line. Hanyang and Wuchang share 
Hankow’'s anxiety in this respect. 

The local mandarins at Shanghai, according 
+o the N.C. Daily News, have received desatchesil 
from Peking to the effect that the Trung 
Yamen has approved of a scheme of Viceroy Liu 
of Nanking to allow foreigners to buy and rent 
land in Paoshan district, outside of the Cosmo- 
politan Settlement Extension. The new area 
is to be south-east of the Sung-Wu (Shanghai- 
‘Woosung) Railway line, between the limits of 
the Extension and tle New Rifle Butts. Title I 
deeds are to be granted according to the custom | fluences, more partict 
hitherto in vogue in Shanghai, namely, stamped | fluences, 18 
by tho seal of the Taotai, the power of granting it 
title deeds being taken away from the authorities | the. ainar) 
of the Hui-Chang-Chii, or Land Office atWoo-. Chinese, as it is 
sung. ; : ndits Me 


regard to these murders the Japan Mail . 
points out that the Japanese Representative in - 

eoul had to choose one of two courses; either’ 
to insist thatthe Emperor has been ‘guilty | 
of a deliberate breach of faith or else to: . 
accept the explanations offered, namely, that 
the acts of the judicial officials concerned in the 
trial wore alike unknown and unsanctioned by ° 
the Sovereign. “There is, however, no. room: | 
for selection,” says the Mal. “If the Emperor . 
pleads ignorance and punishes the offending 
officials—and he is understood to have. done 
both—Japan can not reasonably demand any” 
further reparation. It may be disappointing to 
some people that there are not to jacairy dive: 
words, but the situation does not admit of them. » 
What we hope is that Japan will make such. 
representations as shall lead to the final abolish-. 
ment of judicial torture in Corea.” ae, ae 

The Governor, of Hongkong Sir Henry 


BIRTH. + 

On the 8th June, at No. 10, Stewart Terrace, 
Peak, the wife of J. P. Corras, of a son. 
. ‘DEATH. 
. On Saturday, 9th inst., at his residence, No. 26, 
Elgin Street, Anpoot Razack Mapar, aged 58 
years. Deeply regretted. Indian papers please 
copy. ; ; 
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ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The German mail of the 2nd May arrived. 
per N. D. L. steamer Bayern, on the 12th June 
(41 days). — 
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- EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


M. Pavioff, the Russian Minister at Seoul, is 
reported to have returned to his post on the 
30th ult. from Port Arthur. 

Christmas Island is annexed to the. Straits 
Settlements by proclamation. The annexation 
took effect on the 10th June. 

There is a report that Sun Yat-sun, the hero 
of the great kiduapping case in London some 
time ago, has been captured by Gen. Yuan in 
Shantung. 

Tt was announced at the beginning of the 
week that. Sir F. Swettenham had been laid 
up with a severe-attack of fever ever since his 
arrival at Weihaiwei. : 

Mr. H. 8. Wilkinson, the new Chief. Justice 
of H. M. Supreme Court, was expected.at Shang- 
hai from Yokohama by the N.D.I.S. Sachsen on 
Thursday or Friday last week. 

Mr. H. A.C. Bonar, H. B. M.'s Consul at 
Yokohama, has left for Europe via Siberia. 

* Whe new U.S. Consul-General at the port is to 
be Mr. E. C. Bellows, of Washington. : 

: “J is “alleged on seemingly good authority, 

">. the Japan Mail says, that Marquis Yamagata has 
‘\yesigned, and:that the Japanese Emperor asked 
ret Lohiokrgd trons ‘and afterwards Count Matsu- 
~~" ¥ata to form a Cabinet, ‘bat -both statesmen 
--declined.. There. remains, therfore, no course 
" = gxespt:a consultation ofthe elder statesmen in 
- "the presenos of the Sovereign, = 
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Shanghaikwan he describes as arid.an 
owing to th 


_. sailors would produce a panic in their ranks 


Seen 
THE BOXER ‘OUTBREAK. 


7 (Daily Press, 13th June.) 

- ~The Treaty Powers, after a protracted fit 
of consideration, appear to be at last awake 
to- the fact that the position at Peking 
is precarious. The Foreign Represen- 
tatives have become so accustomed to living 
in an atmosphere of intrigue and uncertain. 
v that it took them some time to realise 

at, the movement initiated by the so-called 
Boxers was actually levelled against foreig- 
ners generally, and might even bring dis- 
comfort on ths Legations evéntually. So 
they have now obtained a body of sailors 
and marines from the Foreign Fleets, and 

‘ now the British and Russian Governments 
are bestirring themselves to send troops to 
Tientsin. It is reported from Shanghai that 
the Russians have landed 4,000 at Tongku 
and that Admiral Seymour has landed a Na- 
val Brigade at Taku and forcedh is way {o- 
ward Peking in an armed train as far as Lofa, 
Meanwhile instructions have been received 
here from home to get: ready a force of a 
thousand men for despatch North if ‘required, 
and this is now equipped and held in readi. 
ness. What it is expected to accomplish 

with a body of two thousand men we cannot 
preend to say. Perhaps it is hoped that 
y joining forces with Russia, and indu- 
cing the friends of order in China to rally 
round them, it will be possible to upset the 
existing maladministration at Peking, and 
set up a new and strong Government under 
the Emperor Kwana Sv. There isuch m 
wild talk of the widespread nature of the 
conspiracy of which the “Boxers” are the 
visible outcome, but although the association 
numbers perhaps hundreds of thousands it 
must be remembered that only a small 
percentage are effectively armed, and fewer 
still have the smallest knowledge of military 
discipline. Unless they are backed up by 
the Chinese Government and stiffened by 
the presence among them of Chinese troops 
they would not be able to make any stand 
against the disciplined soldiers or sailors of 
the West. The danger in a case of this 
kind always lies in delay ; the longer the 
blow is deferred, the higher rise the hopes 
and the spirits of the rebels. It is not, how- 
ever, wholly or solely against the Boxer 
organisation that a blow must be struck: 
the weak and corrupt Manchu Government 
needs a sharp lesson. Indeed no further trust 
can be reposed in an administration which has 
shown itself at once so puerile and so un- 
. friendly. The sympathies of the Manchu 
princes and mandarins have avowedly been 
given to the bellicose Boxeré; the Empress 
Dowager is believed, with good reason, to 
wish their movement success ; and it is re- 
ported that these rowdies have secretly re- 
ceived encouragement from officials in high 
ate Now the conspiracy that the man- 
ins fondly hoped to make an instrument ing Power in the East; and working slowly 
wherewith to accomplish the destruction of | but surely under the cover of this indiffer- 
the Caucasian in China has not yet been | cnce, those Powers, whose interests rather 
wrought into a convenient weapon. © Full of | lay in the promotion of anarchy, have been 

: scare and vanity, the Boxers are yet | able to push the sap without ‘disturbance. 
seemingly without a plan, and simply spend | It is instructive to watch how very different 
.their energies in burning, devastating, and | have been the measures taken by the several 
wasting property, taking life when there is Powers during the present crisis, and how 
nO possibility of successful resistance, un- very ‘perfunctory has been the part played 
willing to attack any but unarmed peasan- | by the British, who, instead of being. in 
try, pea’eful missionaries and unoffending | the van, have been quite content for long to 

i @ngineers in small parties.. No. doubt the occupy a secondary position in the crowd. 
sight of a battalion. of European troops or | Utterly irrespective of the question whether 

it is politic to make of Weihaiwei an im- 
more especially if treated with a bayonet | portant centre for further advance, it’ is 
arge. But itis one thing to disperse a | least advisable that it should not become 
horde of: undisciplined Chinese ; it is quite | source of contempt. The neglect of our 
another matter to hold a great country like, | Government to do anything so far has bee 
say the province of Chihli, and preserve or- | evident in the present crisis. It is no wondel 
der in its capital. by the aid of a few thou- | that Russia has obligingly come to the front, 
-- panid"men. * Tt is true that the Allied Forces * and offered to send a couple of thousand Cos 
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dispensation. 


(Daily Press 15th June.) 


in Peking. 


ledge, we might feel 


Portland Place. The indifference, with 
which the coup d’etat 
1898 was regarded by the British Govern- 
ment, has always seemed prophetic of some 
disaster to our prestige in Peking. It has 
certainly been taken advantage of by the 
Continental Powers as an indication of our 
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of England and France. held Canton for 
four years, 1858-61; with only a few thousand 
soldiers, and possibly Peking would prove 
no more difficult to govern. But at that 
time the Chinese did not ‘possess the arms 
of precision they now use, which go so far 
to equalise matters and discount individual 
‘prowess. The Chinese made little use of 
their arms during the Chino-J: apanese War, 
it may be admitted, but the arms and am. 
munition did not then always tally, and the 
men were most disgracefully led. They would 
be handled no better now, and probably an 
easy victory would be gained ; but the dan- 
ger of under-valuing the enemy has been so 
frequently and painfully impressed upon us 
during the South African campaign, that. 
we are not. disposed to estimate the Boxers 
too low. Their fanatic belief in their own 
invulnerability is a force to be reckoned with, 
and one that is likely to impel them to 
deeds of daring which no son of Han under 
other circumstances would venture to essay, 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Treaty 
Powers are not about to undertake the over- 
throw of the Central Government of China 
and the substitution of a new machinery of 
administration without, taking ample pre- 
cautions to support und maintain the fresh 


That the present position in North China 
is full of dangerous eventualities no one, who 
has paid any attention to the progress of 
events, cannot doubt, nor is it easy to forecast 
the issue. The events of the last few weeks 
are certainly due to that morbid state of 
somnolence which has been, as it were, epi- 
demic for many years in Peking, and which 
in its most severe form has always disas- 
trously affected the surroundings of the Bri- 
tish Legation, even more seriously than its 
neighbours. Notoriously the British Lega- 
tion has always been the last to obtain in- 
formation of any important movement 
Did this misfortune consort 
with a simple absence of positive know- 
reasonably happy 
at the result. In the case of the British 
Legation it is, however, its peculiar function 
to be, in the great majority of interesting 
events, not only profoundly ignorant, but 
misinformed, and we have had frequently to 
refer to its too absolute dependence on the 
Inspectorate General, or second-hand news 
wired from the Chinese Legation in 


of. September 


growing indifference to our position as a lead- 


sacks to put the Chinese Empire on its | 
again. The incident would -be- scarce 


not by any reverse at: arms, nor. -by any. 
diminution in our powers : of defence or 
offence, but simply by our want of appre- 


ciation of events going on around as due ” 


to that cloud of intense ignorance with which 


hope, therefore, that we may look on the 
despatch of troops from this Colony as the 
beginning of a more worthy British policy 
in China. : <i 
Many of us remember the early aspirations 
of Lord Satispury to make China a bulwark 
against the advance of Russia. The utter 
absurdity of the project was exposed at the 


aided eventually by the home papers. We 


foretold the coming invasion of the world 
by China, become under a regenerated Gov- 
ernment the mistress of her own destinies. 
Lord Saurszury has, it ig true, learnt man 

things since then, but it is evident that eos 
of the old prejudice cleaves to him still. 
China, however, it is well to remember, may 
yet become a formidable menace ; but if she 
do, we may rest assured it will not be as 
China, but under the yoke of some stronger 
Power. This is the situation that our Prime 
Minister has half grasped, and has shown 
to others by his policy that he dreads ; yet 
by as trange fatuity, almost like that. of 
China~herself in her present attraction to 
Russia, he, by his indifference and blind 

dependence on others, has actually been in- 
strumental in fostering. Yet if we read the 
signs aright there are in the field already 


influences making strongly for good. Ifthe 


Continental Powers as a whole seek in the . - 


destruction of the Chinese power -to gai 
their own territorial ends, there are others 
besides Great Britain herself who have no 
such interest. Foremost amongst. this is of 
course the United States; America is being 
forced willy-nilly into prominence as a factor 
in the affairs of the world; and nowhere, 
outside the boundaries of the States, are 
her interests of greater importance ‘than 
in China. Of the interests of Australia 
and Canada in the issue we have al- 
ready spoken; they cannot be disregarded 
by any British Minister in the near future. 
In addition to these there is, moreover, 
Japan. It is true that Japan, or a large 
faction in Japan, talk openly of a policy of 
annex®tion ; but Japan has already essayed 
the policy, and found it in the last degree 
unsatisfactory. At all events Japan knows 
even better than England that her own 
existence is now bound up in the defeat of 
Russian aspirations to exclusive _pre- 
dominance in Asia; and an intelligent and 
active British Minister will, from the very 
necessities of the case, always find himself 
energetically supported from both these 
sides. Now it is true that the principal - 
statesmen in America have begun to-re- 
cognise this phase of the question, and there 
is good reason to believe that Lord Sazts- 
bury has already been approached. So far 
the position is satisfactory, and if the exi- 
gencies of the moment are sufficiently grasped 
hy the Minister, the situation is capable of 


been turned to profitable account. It is . 
precisely here, however, that Lord Saxis-__ 


LURY’s peculiar weakness always comes to 


the front; we need not do: more. than refer. | 


to his failure at the beaming of the crisis, 


when the occupation of Port Arthur was in- 


question. Lord Sauissury might’ not be- 


capable of the surrender after ~ Majuba, but) 
‘he is inherently possessed ‘of ‘@ mind ‘subject 


worthy of notice, except as a very clear. indi eis 
cation of how insignificant are the remaing ‘-: 

of our once well-secured predominance: at 
Peking. That predominance we have lost, 


we elected to surround ourselves, ° We. 


time by the entire English press in China, - 


may remember, too, how Lord ‘WoLseLEy — 
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_to similar defects; and it is this that 
_ justifies our continued doubts as to the 
results of his policy at Peking. 


BRITAIN AND THE OTHER 
POWERS IN CHINA. 


(Daily Press, 12th June.) 
Although thelimp and nerveless policy of 
Lord Satissury in China has brought 
about its natural results, and England is 
certainly of less consideration than ever 
before in the Far East, there are already 
i of some turn in the tide. It is un- 
likely that, the Prime Minister himself will 
at this eleventh hour awake toa clearer 
- understanding of the issues at stake; men 
do not usually, after the grand climacteric 
is past; change their opinions for more ad- 
vanced ideas; and as Lord Sazispury this 
year attains the age of seventy, it is unlikely 
that-any forward policy will be due to his 
initiative. Indications, however, there are in 
the increased attention being shown to 
affairs in China that even our present 
Foreign Secretary may be compelled to 
follow .the indications of general opinion. 
The recent outrages of the I-Hwo Chuan, 
although their attentions have not been 
particularly directed towards England or 
English interests, have at last convinced the 
most -ineredulous that the movement is not 
one that can be lightly disregarded. There is 
no doubt that the movement is the direct out- 
come of the truculent policy of the Empress 
Dowager, and as England alone attempted, 
though feebly enough, to counteract that 
policy, this amiable lady has conceived a 
deadly hatred to England and everything 
English, which, if rightly manipulated, should 
in the long run prove advantageous to our 
interests. Next to England, and so far even 
greater losers, have been the United States. 
When only England was to be reckoned with, 
the old policy of abstention; which marked in 
the early days her intercourse with China, 
gained for America many important advan- 
tages; but times have changed since this 
policy was possible, and America has found 
herself compelled to take a more prominent 
part in the affairs of the world at large. It 
is fortunate that on the whole the interests 
of the States are in agreement with, rather 
than-epposed to, those of the British Empire, 
and it is a source of some satisfaction that 
this close similarity of interesta has come to 
be recognised by all but an irreconcileable 
party. ‘The differences between England 
and the States are no doubt great and im- 
rtant, but they are not of a nature to pre- 
vent the two nations working in harmony 
when opportunity serves, and this under the 
a lead of Mr. Hay has been gradually work- 
. ing toward a closer understanding in China. 
The present situation in China is one in 
which the two nations can act in a common 
interest ; and we are pleased to see that this 
fact has met with recognition both in Wash- 
- ngton and Downing Street. Neither Eng- 
and nor America have any interest in the 
partition of China ; both now see that if the 
present disorders be permitted to go un- 
checked, the result must be the entire disin- 
tegration of the state; and if such an event 
occur, the only policy likely to be acceptable 
to the Continental Powers is the old one of 
“the Devil: take the hindmost.” That 
such a policy must end in a serious 
quarrel no one can deny, nor is there 
any reasonable doubt that .a general 
European war would inevitably result. In 
that war, however opposed to its traditional 
policy, America would be compelled to take 
a leading part; and, as from both her re- 
- sources and her propinquity to the field of 
action she would have a vast advantage, the 
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of the military Powers. Like England, the 
States have no desire to bring about such a 
condition, nor does either desire in the Hast 
further territorial aggrandisement ; and both 
would willingly join in any policy which 
could restore to China an efficient admjnis- 
tration. It is true our efforts in artificially 
keeping alive moribund states have elsewhere 
met with but scant success. 
all, that of reviving a kingdom in Samoa, 
will be well remembered in America, nor 
can the case of Hawaii be yet forgotten. 
Still anything is better than anarchy, and 
if the two nations could light on any prac- 
tical plan to get rid of the present incubus 
at Peking, and set up in its place something 
better, it is possible that the evil might 
eventually be deferred, for our generation at 
least, even if not permanently postponed. 
So far, the worst of the position at Peking 
has been that both Russia and France have 
seemed to seek their advantage in rendering 
affairs still more. complicated. It is this 
position that renders the crisis practically 
insoluble. 
Powers at Peking decide on one common 
course, no doubt the difficulty can be shortly 
overcome; but the Powers have hitherto 
shown by many indications that their wishes 
are by no means alike, and that the diver-. 
gencies are too great to permit of any rea- 
sonable settlement being arrived at. 
tunately the preliminary difficulties in the 
South African states have been removed, 
and England’s hands are once more free. 
On the other hand the prevailing apathy of 
the British Ministry has permitted our fleet 
in Pacific waters to be unseasonably de- 
pleted. The Government will have constitu- 
tionally’ to appeal to the country within a 
few months at furthest, and it would be well 
were our constituencies reminded of the im- 
portance of the issues depending in Asia. 


spoke of certain rumours being very assi- 
duously spread about ‘by certain, evidently 
interested, individuals to the effect that 
Sir CLaupDE 
the raising of the customs Tariff. It has 
been for a long time patent that a simple 
increase of the present Tariff, unaccom- 
panied by revision, and unencumbered by 
any stipulations as,to the removal oi growing 
abuses was in the hearts of the present 
faction in power at Peking; and of this 


The latest of 


If the representatives of the 


For- 


TARIFF REVISION. 


—_——————~»>—>—_—_- . 
(Daily Press, 11th June.) 
Some time ago in these columns we 


Macponatp had agreed to 


faction Li Hune-cHana, the present Viceroy 
of the Liangkwang was the leading spirit. 
In the absence of ‘any man with knowledge 
of statecraft, Lr has played a role out of 
proportion to his ability, and it is no credit to 
our English representatives, official or mer- 
cantile, that they have tacitly concurred in 
this over-estimation of the individual,.and 
have even sided him in some of the most 
retrogressive of his schemes. There was a 
time when the Customs Service in China 
still preserved a portion of that indepen- 
dence of thought which justified its (first 
establishment ; circumstances have changed 
all that, and for good or evil the service has 
become simply the reflection of the tempor- 
ary feeling at Peking, and obeys the com- 
mands of its employers as any other depart- 
ment of the state. Whether this altered 
‘position of ‘affairs is of advantage to either 
China or ourselves it is not for us to dis- 
cuss; the fact remains and has a very im- 
portant bearing at the present moment. 


The rumour to which we pointed the other 

day emanated, there is no doubt, from mem- 

“bers of the Foreign Customs Service, and 
oe ion she was intended to place difficulties in the way 
“prospect is becoming a factor in the schemes " of the adjustment of the Tariff. As 


$ 


-how- 


ever a straw indicates the direction of the - — | 
wind, the nature of the rumour ‘may ‘serve © 
to show the influences at work to render —~ 
any useful adjustment of the Tariff difficult, .. 
if not impracticable.. ‘Unfortunately: there’ 
is still remaining in many minds an opinion 
that the entire Customs Service will -be™: 
found to lend a willing: assistance im the - 
work of revision ; that individuals will do.so *: 
there is no reason to doubt, but that the © 
service as a whole will he found on the. side: ° 
of revision it would be con 
‘perience of human-nature to believe possible. 
The recent action of the service in rendering - 
nugatory the opening of the inland waters is 
an instructive case in point; and there is 
unfortunately every reason to believe that ° 
the same obstructive means will 
in the present instance. Now, we do‘not - 
seek to lay the blame on individuals, nor on 
the Service at large, but rather on our own - 
authorities for failing to perceive the causes 
at work. As long as the circumstances un- ~ 
der which the Service was inaugurated re- . 
mained unchanged, it was natural to consi- — 
der it as bound to foreign interests, but’ 
this has long ceased to be the case, and 
it is misleading and dangerous to trust 
to the tradition long after the reality 
has departed. The reason of the un- 
doubted breakdown of British Diplomacy at — 
Peking is largely due to the simple-mindec - 
credulity of our Foreign Office in trusting - 
rather to the interested assertions of Port- — 
land Place, or the Inspectorate General, — 
than in listening to the reports of its own *' 
officials or lending an ear to the complaints 
of the British residents in the spot. 
these circumstances it is with mixed feelings 
of satisfaction and apprehension that the: 
British communities in China have learnt. 
from Mr. St. Joun Bropvricx that the work | 


‘to our ex- =< 


bdadopted 


Under 


of revision of the Tariff is to-be left to the - 
Minister at Peking. On the wisdom of the - 
step we do not fora moment doubt, but (un- ~ 
fortunately there is a but in the case) every- 
thing will depend on the instructions with 
which the reference is accompanied. We 
learn that the new Commercial Attaché, Mr. 
J. W. Jamrzson, is already on his way out, 


and will doubtless have full instructions .. 
with regard to the Revision. In both the © 


Minister and Mr. Jamieson the communities 


fidence to the result. 
fear is not in the mind of Lord Sarispury, 


warning voice. With Lord Sauispury the 
tradition of the single-mindedness of the In- 
spectorate-General is still a living entity, 
which, in spite of its invariable failure, when 


plainly on the part taken by the Inspectorate 


result. 


Kingsing | 
his honour. _The troops co: ed this as 
tack on themselves and returned to their ship 
It was a perfectly natural mistake, and as. 


troops were defenceless on the lighters, the only " 


thing they could do was to return as they did, 


have full confidence, and, were the work left - 
to them untrammelled by hampering condi- __ 
tions, we could look forward with some con- ° 
Such, however, we ° 


and it is in this fear that we have to uttera - 


called on, still pursues him in his policy in © 
China; we have had” reason to descanit - 


in stultifying the work of the Minister as © 
regards the opening of the internal waters. 
Only Lord Sauissury is perhaps. blind to © 
the cause of his failure ; but the weakness is © 
of so long-standing that. we fear that it has ~ 
become chronic, and we confess that in the - 
present composition of oar Foreign Office - 
we feel the greatest apprehension for. the 


The circumstances under which the French | 
Sd Russian troops who were about to land at - 
Taku were forced to re-embark, as reported in _ 
the Echo de Chine,.are rather. amusing. The .. 
troops in question were.on lighters which fol-— 
lowed the I.-C.8. Kingsing into the Peiho.“:The “ , 

had a high official:on board,,and as. — 
-she approached the. forts they; fired a salute in. se 
ate 


“< 


’ 


“for: potable purposes. 
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THE WATE 


—_——_q—_ 
_ (Datly Press, 10th J une.) 


The urgent:subject of the Water Supply 
of Hongkong has been much to the front. this 
In ‘this recent report for 1899 the 
edical Offical of Health pointed out that 
’s water supply had again proved 
& service varying from 
one to four hours only having been ‘allowed 
weeks during the period 
“ It is clear, therefore,” 
the water-supply gen- 
needs of the 
“population, and in view of the steady in- 
“crease in the population Iam more than 
“ever convinced that there should be no 
“further delay in setting up the necessray 
providing reservoirs 
“Cand service pipes for the supply of sea- 
pal purposes, unless a 


ear, 


the Colon 
deficient last year, 
to the city for eight 
from April to June. 
he continued, “that. 
“erally is inadequate for the 


“ pumping plant and in 


“water for all munici 


“greatly increased fresh-water supply can 


“be obtained at a less cost than that which 
“would be incurred by the installation of 
Dr. Crazx then went on to 
deprecate the employment of geod potable 


“ such plant.” 
_ Water, such as we are fortunate to Possess in 
Hongkong, for the purposes of flushing the 
drains, etc. In supporting his motion be- 
fore the Sanitary Board ‘on Thursday he 
restated his case and put it still more 
strongly, pointing out that the pre- 
sent storage capacity for the city 
amounts to 500 million gallons and the ut- 
most possible storage capacity, after the 
completion of Mr. F. A. Cooper's scheme, 
will be about 700 million gallons; and that 
only in very wet seasons will it be possible 
to have these reservoirs full. Mr. Coops 
in his report in 1896 estimated the consump- 
tion of water per head at 15 gallons a day ;. 
since then it has risen to 17 gallons a day, 
80 that, in Dr. QpARK’s words, “ that gentle- 
“man’s sanguine expectations as to the suffici- 
“eney of our water-supply for some years to 
“come have scarcely been realized.” Dr. 
Cuarx is whole-hearted in his advocacy of 
the installation of a sea-water supply. “The 
difficulties,” he said, “ with regard to the 
“use of sea-water have been overcome in 
“many even of the smaller sea-coast. towns 
“of England, and there is nv excuse what- 
“ever why a city such as Victoria should 
‘longer delay ‘in adopting what is now 
“one of the most ordinary and commonplace 
“methods for augmenting the water supply 
“required for such purposes as are speci- 
“fied in the terms of the resolution,” 
that is to say the watering of streets, the 
flushing of the main sewers, the extinction 
of fires, and the flushing of the many public 
urinals so urgently needed throughout the 
city. Mr. Cooper in 1896 did not disregard 
the possibility of employing sea-water for 
such purposes. He said: « Though the use 
“of sea-water favours deposit in sewers, its 
“adoption for street watering has advan- 
“ tages over the use of fresh water and may 
“with advantage be used in comparatively 
“level localities.” He added, however: 
“ Any project for the utilisation of sea-water 
“in the City of Victoria owing to the varv- 
“ing elevation of the built area must neces- 
“sarily involve the installation and main- 
“tenance of pumping machinery and the 
“construction of service reservoirs in addi. 
“tion to those used for the water supplied 
It would further 
“be mecessary to lay throughout the City a 
“ separate system of distribution-mains and 
“ hydran ” The cost of such a project, he 
stated, would not compare favourably with 
that of the scheme for increasing the storage 
of fresh water. 

-This question of cost stands in the way of 
the-introduction of a scheme for sea-water, 
otherwise admirable. on many grounds and 


R SUPPLY QUESTION. 


‘and France; and as it is the growth of 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND __ [Juide,ttoo7? 
above all because of the possibility of a con-] cannot be viewed with equanimity.” 1 anys. 
stant supply, which hitherto we have never 


organised attack is made ‘on ‘the Frénch’~ 
troops said to be at Mengtze—presumably 
under the name of consulate-guards—there 
is no doubt that France will grasp at'the 
plausible excuse for further concessions ten- 
ding to bring southern Yunnan - within 
her sphere. Such an encroachment, it 
need net be said, cuts directly at the 
scheme for opening Szechuen and the Upper 
Yangtze to British trade, for once a raj way 
is firmly established from this region to the 
Gulf of Tongking the chances of any other 
route competing successfully will ‘be ex. 
tremely shadowy. In the excitement on. 
gendered by the exertion of at last making 
a move in North China, it is to be trusted 
that our interests in the south-west will not 
be overlooked by the home Government, for, 
important as the northern question is, any- 
thing tending to affect the position of affairs 
in the Yangtze region is still more vital to 
our national interests. 

$$ _________. 


THE POST OFFICE BUILDING. 


ec ges 
(Daily Press, 13th June.) ; 
In the rgfoit of the Acting Postmaster. 
General for the year 1899, which by the way 
is rather late in its appearance (owing, no 
doubt, to recent changes in the Department), 
Mr. CorrewaLt Lewis says :— “ Beyond 
‘some changes in the style of sorting cases, 
“there have been no improvements in the 
“ Post Office, nor has there been any in- 
“crease in the much-needed space. Light 
“and ventilation are much required, and, 
“with the long hours obtaining in this office, 
“I may remark both are essential to the 
‘‘health and well-being of the employ¢s.” 
He adds, what has been in every resident's 
mouth for years, “It is much to be desired 
“that the new Post Office will soon be taken 
‘“in-hand.” Seeing that it has been decided 
tu rebuild the Post Office on its present site 
and part of that now occupied. by the 
Supreme Court, and that the foundations of 
the new Law Courts are just about to be 
commenced, it will be at least four or fire 
years before work on a new Post Office can 
even be commenced. This prospective de- 
lay is certainly much to be regretted. The 
building in which the Post Office is now | 
domiciled was erected to accommodate the 
business of the department when it was 
about one-tenth of what it now is, and 
ingenuity has been exhausted in endeavour- 
ing to make the habitation suffice for the 
ever growing needs. The Government has 
long recognised the absolute “im possibility 
of the work -being efficiently performed 
in the present cramped quarters, and we are 
ylad to learn that temporary measures are 
being adopted to increase the accommo- 
dation. ‘This is heing effected by the 
demolition of the servants’ quarters and the 
erection on their site, north of the main 
building, of a new Sorting Room, where 
that important branch of work can be 
carried on with something like expedition 
and comfort. New servants’ quarters have 
heen erected at the back of the Land Office, 
wnd, though doubtless far from weleome 
there, they at least will be more out of the 
way. ‘The new building, being strictly of the 
nature of a makeshift, will of course be of 
the plainest description consistent with its 
very prominent position. We trust that the 
provision of this greatly needed annexe to 
the Post Office will not, in any way, be 
allowed to cause the postponement or any 
delay in the erection of the projected public 
buildings. The Law Courts have’ been 
sanctioned, the plans approved, the super- 
vising architect sent out, and we-can only » 
hope that the work of erection will proceed 
-at‘a Tate surpassing all expectation.- Every s 


been able to secure, for the very good reason 
that we have to depend on so capricious a 
factor as the rainfall. It is therefore sin- 
cerely to ba hoped that the Government will 
consent to appoint a committee, as suggested 
by the Sanitary Board, who may make an 
exhaustive enquiry into this vexed question 
and show whether it is or is not within the 
means of the Colony to adopt some system 
of sea-water flushing. Should the result of 
the enquiry be against the scheme, the 
necessity for increasing the fresh-water will 
become even more urgent than it is 
now. In the meantime, it must be re- 
membered that, inadequate as our water 
supply is now, and though all indications 
point to a growth of population in the near 
future which must outstrip any possible in- 
crease of water storage, while even in the 
past a prolonged period of drought has 
always exposed Hongkong to the perils of a 
water famine or at best has led to the adop- 
tion of an intermittent supply at the most 
dangerous period of the year, as occurred in 
the great plague year of 1894—in spite of 
all this, if means were taken to check the 
present waste of water which is constantly 
going on, principally in the Chinese portions 
of the city, we should not be so often 
brought near to a water-famine as we have 
been. Were there no unnecessary waste 
and no illicit turning to commercial purposes 
of the water intended for domestic purposes 
only, we should not be so badly placed. 
There are not. wanting many who consider 
that the supplying of a house to house SVs- 
tem vf water to the Chinese huuses was a 
capital mistake. However, the supply is now 
furnished, und a means of checking waste 
has not been devised yet. Whether we 
agree with those who condemn the original 
supplying of water direct to the Chinese 
or not, whether a reversion to the old 
method of sanitation is impractible, un- 
desirable, or not, there can be no 
dispute that under the present system we 
cannot do without a greater water-supply 
and cannot afford to remain at the mercy of 
the rainfall. More water, be if fresh or 
salt, is a vital necessity, and it is incumbent 
on all interested in the health of the Colony 
to interest themselves in the problem how 
secure it. 


THK OUTBREAK IN YUNNAN. 


(Daily Press, 1ith June) 

The news which comes from Yunnan of 
an anti-foreign outbreak confirms the idea 
that the so-called Boxer agitation is not 
merely the local affair which the authorities 
have persisted in regarding it, but is part 
of a general movement throughout the em- 
pire of the reactionary and exclusive ele- 
ments. Indications of this have been con- 
stantly cropping up, most of them, it is true 
‘athe North, but gradually the South has 
been won over by agitators. Many believe, 
with our Tientsin correspondent, that only 
the influence of Lr Hunae-cuanc has 
succeeded in keeping quiet the turbulent 
section in the Two Kwang. If so we have 
cause for much gratitude to the old Viceroy, 
in spite of the generally obstructive nature 
of his policy where British interests have 
been concerned. But the alarming feature 
of the Yunnan rising is the threat of 
complications with France. None of the 
Powers are concerned much with the extreme 
south-western province except ourselves 


French influence in the south-east of the 
province which seems, from the brief words 
of our telegram, to be the immediate cause 
of the present disturbance, the situation 


eT Ee ee Aa ee ae + 
Reprna rs . it , 
on a 


_ quote Captain Scorr’s own words. 


— Natal campaign will never be forgotten. 


' ~ “NAVAE GUNS ON SHORE. 
ra eae -———~—— 
(Daily Press, 14th June.) 
‘The community owe another debt of grati- 
tude to H:E. the Actina Governor for in- 
ducing, Captain Scorr and Captain Limpus 


to “lecture publicly on “The Mountings of | 


the Naval Guns and their subsequent use 
with the Ladysmith Relief Force.” Nor by 
doing so has Major-General Gascoranr per- 
formed only a pleasing social function, for 
_ in the lecture given last night the two gal- 
land Naval Officers have made a most valu- 
able addition to that literature that will com- 
pose the history of the war and its lessons to 
the nation. “The Handy Man” is a name 


_ that will adhere to the sailor henceforth, 
- and in Captain Scorr we have the term 


exemplified. He is the “handy man,” as 
was|repeatedly instanced in thé modest ac- 


. counts givenon Wednesday. No doubt, with 


the ability that Captain Scorr possessed as 
a gunnery officer, the invention of a gun 
carriage at such a critical moment. may 
have seemed to him, us he tries to ex- 
plain that it really was, a very simple affair. 
He describes the caarriage as merely 
“a log of wood to form a trail, mounted on 
“an axletree with a pair of ordinary Cape 
“waggon wheels,” and yet without that in- 
vention Ladysmith would have fallen and 
the Tugela never been forced. Lord 


~ Roserts also has expressed his indebted- 


- ness to the naval gins. It is well here to 


“On 
“ Wednesday, the 25th October, General 
“ White, in Ladysmith, finding that he had 
“no Artillery capable of keeping the Boer 
“siege guns in check, wired to know if it 
“were possible for the Navy to send him 
“some long-range 4.7 Guns. The Admiral 
“asked me if I could design a mounting for 
“a 4.7 and get two finished by the following 
“afternoon. It was rather a rush, but they 
“were ready by 5 p.m., put on board the 
“ Powérful and she started with them, and 
“four T2-prs. for Durban. Immediately 
“on arrival Captain Lambton with great 


:“promptitude took the guns to Ladysmith. 


’ “He arrived in the nick of time, and his 
“ Brigade played a most important part in 
“the defence of Ladysmith. 48 hours after 
“his arrival the door was closed, and the 
‘garrison remained beleaguered for 119 davs. 
Such a performance was magnificent. Mr. 
H. W. Witson, the well-known authority 
on Naval matters, in his interesting article 
on “ Naval Brigades in War,” says: *‘ Cap- 
tain Percy Scorr is a man whose name 
is now familar to all,as the man who 
set to work to construct field carriages for a 
number of heavy naval guns. He Imew the 
weakness of our land forces in artillery ; he 
alone seems to have foreseen the part which 
heavy guns would play in the war ; he sup- 
plied the palpable want, doing just the same 
work that Pre did in the old mutiny days.” 
Therefore the nation owes a big debt of gra- 
titude to Captain Scort, and his part in the 

In 

additién to the guns Captain Scorr also 

appears to have been responsible for giving 
to beleagured Kimberley and Ladysmith 
communication with the outside world. It 
was: he who fixed the searchlight on the 
railway cars which enabled messages to be 


_ exchanged between’ the besieged cities and 


the relieving forces. Then we next find 
Captain-Scorr as commandant of Durban, 
the city at: which all the forces of the reliev- 
ing column Janded—the base really. of the 
Natal- force, and as: administrator he-seems 


>| toyhave’been as -useful: and successful asin 


a -| 


_ * OHINA OVERLAND T 
- effort should be made to get the foundations 
. laid at once-and the granite for the exterior 
' dressed ready by-the time it is wanted. 


‘ ienced very 


was not a light responsibility, ‘threatened as 


the city was by depredatory bands of Boers, }- 


full to overflowing with indigent refugees 
and many.spies and suspects. But so well 
did he accomplish the task that he received 
on leaving the hearty thanks of General 
Buiier, the Governor of Natal, and the 
Town Council of Durban. Surely thei if 
anyone merited the name of “the handy 


man” it would be the brilliant naval officer 


who lectured. last evening. 

To Captain Lrupus was left the task of 
testing in actual warfare the mobility of the 
mounted naval guns, and right well did they 
bear the test. Alqne and unaided it is ob- 
vious that the artillery of the Armiy could 
never have accomplished what was done by 
means of the naval guns. The naval weapons 
were heavier but evidently were more mobile, 
in spite of their rough and ready mountings. 
With the aid of drag ropes, and there were 
sometimes over two hundred men on to one 
gun, the sailors seemed to have dragged 
their guns anywhere they selected, in spite 
of boulders and mimosa: bushes, and other 
local articles cheering to the soul of the 
transpo:t officer. One lesson from this is 
obvious. and that is that the British artillery 
would do well to have a waggou behind 
their guus containing a plentiful supply of 
good drag ropes, so that in tight places our 
infantry. regiments might be requisitioned 
for hauling. . : 

Here also it may be noticed from the un- 
varnished story told by Captain Liwpus 
that in the first fight at Tugela, where 
Colonel Lona lost his guns, by that 
small disaster he saved an army from 
annihilation, for had the British army gone 
on straight into the trap prepared hy the 
Boers nothing could have saved it from 
total destruction. The Boers after all were 
somewhat too previous in opening fire. ; 

Captain Limevs is undoubtedly a most 
observant officer and seems to have thorough- 
ly mastered the whole of the situation. To 
him and his men likewise the nation owes 
a large debt, and the success of the last 
effort of General BULLER was considerably 
due to the way in which the Terribles 
pounded the Boer trenches, so that their 
riflemen dared not show a head without a 
fair chance of losing it. The accuracy of 
the naval fire at- long range suggests an- 
other important lesson from the cam- 
paign, namely, the use of the telescope. 
By the aid of their telescopic sights the 
sailors were enabled to flre not only with 
great accuracy but were able {o prolong 
their fire until the British soldiers attacking 
were right up to within a short distance of 
the Boer trenches, and could take them 
with the bayonet. The telescopes of the 


Naval Brigade proved extremely useful ; so |. 


much so that the Commander-in-Chief re- 
hed upon them for accurate oliservation, 
and it is pleasing to know that as a 
consequence General BuLuer procured all 
the telescopes he possibly could. 
There are other important lessons of a 
technical nature to be learned from the lecture, 
and we have no doubt the valuable experi- 
ences and work of both officers will be appre- 
ciated by those for whom they are intended. 
Neither officer indulged in any criticism of 
the campaign or of those facts which came 
within their experience. That has been left 
to the War Correspondent. The blunders 
of the Natal campaign were many and the 
Boers apparently relied rightly for success 
on some of our generals. The stubbornness 
of General BuLiER was admirable—it car- 
ried him through. Certainly at times, in 
the i a Fore for instance, he exper- 
luck. His latest suecess— 


the rélé of gunnery inventor. "The'task of : 
opiate a large city of Durban 
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On the 11th inst. a ‘nieetitig’ of'the’Hotg- 
kong Legislative’ Cotincil was*héld-in’ the ‘Corin. 
cil Chamber at the -Governnient Offices;“thére 
being present: ee 2 ge SS ase 
His ExceLiency: The Korine Govahxon, 
Major-General Gascorenz, CMG. 9° -:.. 
The Hon. F, H. May, C,M.G. (Acting“‘Co- 
lonial Secretary). ee ee a ee 
ine W. MEIeH GoopMan (Attoriity-Getie-- 
ral). a Pooh. 
Hon. A. M. Toomsow (Colonial Treasurer): 
Hon. R. D. Ormssy (Director:‘df: Public 
Works). 
Hon. A. W. BREWIN. ; 
Hon. C. P. Coater, 0.M.G. 7 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kat. Sof 
Hon. Wer A Yor.. ene 
Mr. R.F. JOHNSTON (Acting Clerk of Couzicils), 
PAPERS. 3 
The ActiIne CoLonmaL SEecErTARyY- laid ‘on 
the table the following: papers:—Report: ofthe 
Acting . Postmaster-General:for 1899; report of 
the Hongkong Volunteer Corps; report of the - 
Harbour Master for 1899; and a statement ‘of 
water i Rasa for the year ended’ 31st Decam- 
ber, 1899. 


FINANCIAL. _ 

The Actina CoLoniAL SECRETARY brought 
up Financial Minutes Nos. 27, 28, and: 29 and 
moved that they be referred to the Finance 
Committee. 

The CoLonraL TREASURER seconded: and an 
the motion was carried. 0 . 

The Acting CoLon1aL SEcRrEerary laid on 
the table the report of the Finance Comimittes 
(No. 9) and moved its adoption. 

The CoLONraL TRHASUERER seconded and'the 
motion was carried: 

AMENDING THE STANDING ORDERS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL—L havo ‘the hon! 
our to move—That the Standing” Rules: and 
Orders of this Council made, in: pursuance 
of Article XIX. of the Royal Instructions of 
the 19th day of January, 1888, and dated - 
the 9th day of June, 1890, be amended as‘ fol 
lows :— . 

(a.) That No. 34 of the said Rules and" Ord- 
ers be amended by striking out the words: “by 
the consent of the President-and a majority‘of  — 
the Mombers present,” and by substitnting, in 
lien thereof, the words “if a motion to that 
effect is carried by a majority of votes; and‘‘on- 
such motion the Governor, or. the Member <pre- 
siding, shall have an original vote in common 
with the other Members of the Council;:as also 
a casting vote if the votes shall be equal.” - 

(b.) That No. 41 of the said “Rules and Orders 


previous clause, vis. XVIII. of the 


_ Anstractions, provides that “ All questions 
pores for debate in the Legislative Council s 
decided by the majority of votes, and the 
- Governor or member presiding shall have an 
. origi vote in common with the other 
. Members of the Council, ss also a casting 
. Vote, if upon any question the’ votes shall 
be equal.” Now Standing Order 34 says :— 
- “The Standing Orders of the Council may 
be suspended by the consent of the Pre- 
sident and a majority of the members present.—” 
To require the consent ef the President is appar-- 
ently not in accordance with clanse XVIII. of 
the Royal Instructions, and the Secre of 
State has pointed this out and suggested an 
amendment. I accordingly propose the amend- 
ment in the terms of the Resolution set forth 
in the printed notice. As regards No. 41l.of 
the Standing Rules and Orders, it has been 
.found by experience that in a place like Hong- 
kong it is very likely one of the members may 
.be absent at one or more meetings of the Stand- 
ing Committee. It is undesirable that the fact 
that one member out of five ison some occasion 
unsble|to attend should paralyse the action of 
the remaining members. It is true that by No. 
e Standing Rules and Orders -the Com- 
mittee jis competent to act if three at least of its 


ro- 


t the Bill has been considered clause by 
clause fin the presence of all the members of 
such Standing Committee at least.” It is 
difficult to see the use of the words “at 
least,” | for it could not be considered by 
more that all the Standing Members, Ac- 
cordingly I propose the Amendment specified 
in the printed notice of motion. I cannot see 
il likely to result from the amendment, 
il still be competent for any member 
to object to have the Bill so reported on 
treated] as if reported on by a Committee of the 
whole Council, and if any single member raises 
that objection the Bill must be considered clause 
by clause by the whole Council in Committee. 
As to |48, this provides for the appointment of 
three ding Committees at the first meeting 
of the Council subsequent to Ist October in each 
year, but as it stands it makes no provision for 
ing vacancies occurring during the year. My 
proposed amendment remedies that defect, and 
in its wording I have followed as nearly as may 
be the| verbiage of No. XIV. of the Royal In- 
structipnsdealing with Provisional appointments 
_of members of Council. 3 
The|/AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY sbeond- 
ed, and the motion was carried. se 
F FIRST READINGS. 
The| following Bills passed their first read- 


ings: ss 
entitled an Ordinance to further amend 


~ 


AB 
the Magistrates Ordinance 1890, (No. 10 of 1890). 

A Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the 
Piers Ordinance, 1899. . 

The|Council adjourned until Monday week. 


MEETING OF THE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. 

After the Council meeting a meeting of the 
Finance Committee was held, the Acting Colonial 
Secretary presiding. 

The) following votes were agreed to :— 

A sum of $1,772.66 to cover the cost of print- 
ing the Draft Code of Civil Procedure for the 
Supreme Court of Hongkong. The consideration 
of the lvote for $2,300 in aid of the vote con- 
tribution towards Defence Works was postponed 
at the] request of the unofficial members. A 

0f1$16,528 to defray the cost of the purchase 
of arfnk and other stores for the Police. 
* ‘Thig was all the business. 


The|Foochow Tea Season, says the Daily Echo 
of that port, is an earlier one than of late years. 
The larger arrivals of Congon, however, only go 
in part to confirm this (184,000 half-chests 
against 119,000 half-chests to the end of May 
last year), the real reason as regards a consider- 
able portion of the excess being that there have 
** not. been the same heavy rains and floods which 
delayed transport of the tea from the in- 
terior has 

a 
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THE ORISIS IN CHINA. 
__~> : = 
ef DAILY PRESS ” SERVICE OF TELEGRAMS. 


Swanenal, 9th June, 11.25 a.m. 


lish missionaries at Peking are in the British 
Legation. An Imperidl Edict which was 
published on Wednesday has had the effect 
of encouraging the Boxers. 


Suanenar, Oth June, 4.9 p.m. 

Sir Claude Macdonald telegraphs to Con- 
sul-General Warren at Shanghai that the 
movement against the foreigners has been 
allowed to grow to such an extent that it 
has resulted in the burning of railway sta- 
tions and the interruption of the railway 
service for five days. ‘Two British mission- 
aries and several foreigners have been mur- 
dered in a district near Peking. Through- 
out the country numbers of missionary con- 
verts have been murdered or pillaged and 
chapels destroyed, while in the capital British 
missionaries have been compelled to leave 
their houses and take refuge in the Legation, 
which is defended by 75 marines. 

The Chinese Government, which is so 
deeply affected in the matter, sends high 


‘officials to parley with the Boxers, but shows 
no intention of summarily suppressing the | 
Probably it has the power, but the } 


rising, 
Thronefis strongly influenced by sympathy 
with the movement. The spirit of the*Im- 
perial troops is doubtful. All is well i 
present at the British Legation. 

[With reference to the above despatch from 
Sir Claude’ Macdonald, it may be noted that the 
Peking and Tientain Times reports the departure 
from Tientsin on the 31st ult. of some 330 
international troops for Peking. They got off 
by 4 o'clock, being loudly cheered by all present. 
The body comprised about 75 British. 75 
Russians, 75 French, 52 Americans, 30 Italians, 
and 25 Japanese. The train reached Peking at 
6.45, and all entered the City, with the excep- 
tion of twenty British,who stayed with an officer 
at Machiapu for the night with the baggage. | 


SHanaual, 9th June, 5.35 p.m. 
It was expected at Tientsin yesterday that 
5,000 Russian troops would land. Tungchow 
has been burnt. The missionaries are safe. 


Suanaual, 10th June, 11.18 a.m. 
Tientsin reported ‘last night that affairs 


in the capital were very critical and that it 


was impossible to wire detailed news. 


Suanouar, 10th June, 11.47 a.m. 

Tientsin reports to-day that 800 troops, 
chiefly British, are forcing their way to Pe- 
king. The train has just left with machine 
guns mounted for use and sleepers to repair 
the line. Admiral Seymour and the Ameri- 
can Commander are leading. 

The Russian, Japanese, and French troops 
and more British are following by a second 
train. More troops are landing. Great sa- 
tisfaction is felt at Tientsin. This clinches 
matters. 

Suanenal, 12th June, 4.25 p.m. 

The troops have reached Lofa, their pro- 
gress having been delayed through the ne- 
cessity of repairing the bridges. To this 
point supplies have been sent. 275 Russians 
and French left at noon yesterday to join 
the column. : 

Telegraphic communication with Peking 
ceased on Sunday at 2 o’clock in the after- 
noon, since which there have been numberless 
unvouched rumours. 


: _ | 
- SHaneuay, 14th June, 11.10 a.m. 


Paoting-fu is burning. The railway ser- 
vice to Peking has finally stopped. Matters 
are becoming increasingly serious. The Eng- | 


‘threatening the 


Rioting has broken out at Yunnanfu. 


Catholic missions utterly, destroy 
the missionaries are safe at the Yame: 


and the Bible - 


- French troops, are at Mengtze. .-It'is = — 
alleged that opposition to the spread of ©... 
the cause of the distur-"~ ae 


French. influence is 
bance. 


Mission at the beginning of the year were :— 
Rev. O. and Mrs. Stevenson, Rev. A. H. San- 
ders, Rev. F. H. Rhodes, Misses Leffingwell, 
F, Campbell and M. E. Carsley, Rev. E. J. and 
Mrs. Piper, and Mrs. Thorne; those of the 
Bible Christian.Mission were Rev. F. J. and 
Mrs. Dymond, Rev. E. J. and Mrs. Piper, Rev. 
W. A. and Mrs. Grist, and Mrs..Thorne, some 
therefore representing both Societies. A list of 
the Roman Catholic Mission is not to hand.] 


THE BOXER RISING. 
——_@-=e 


[FROM OUR TIENTSIN CORRESPONDENT. | 
i Tientsin 29th May. 
THE CRISIS ARRIVES. 


The Boxers have precipitated a crisis, and 


unless the Imperial Government instantly gives 
up its insane attempt to run with hare and 
hounds the issue will be most grave. Chiefly 
through the influence of Yii Hsien, the ex- 
Governor of Shangtung, whom the Germans 
got cashiered last year, the Peking officials have 
persuaded themselves that the I Ho Tuan was 
a society where strings mich be pulled to 
Chinese advantage vis-a-vis foreigners. Conse- 
quently in all their proclamations, instructions 
to officials, &c., they have taken the line of 
flattery and non-denunciation: gua wrong-doers 
the Boxers are to be punished, but qua A Ree 
and gymnasts who affect mili ill they 
are to be left strictly alone. The result is, that 
they have now raised a ghost which, unless they 
are very prompt and decided, they will be 
unable to lay. The Ministers have_been very 
well informed by direct communication 
from missionaries in the  ill-affected dis- 
tricts how serious the situation is: they have 
been unceasing in urging on the Chinese 
the dangerous nature of the fire they were 
fostering in their anxiety to scorch the 
foreigner. Bishop Favier especially has kept 
M. Pichon au courant with all that has 
been going on below the surface. This ox- 
perienced and cautious old resident last week 
id an unprecedented thing in closing his 
(Peking) Orphanage and Hospital by way of 
precaution. These are institutions which attract 
the notice of the mob in times of sedition and 
which give rise to appalling calumnies. It is 
to be noted that the Right Reverend Bishop 
has a constitutional tendency to restiveness in 


times of danger, but on the other hand a more - 


wary or better informed observer of affairs is 


| not to be found in China. : 


THE COURSE OF EVENTS. 

Now for the facts. The Boxers from 
Southern. Chihli have acquired quite a 
remarkable mobility: they have within the 
last week swarmed up into the neighbour- 
hood of Pao-ting Fu. They have’ been 
native Christians © and 
railway officials all round for a few days. 
The Provincial Authorities sont up Brigadier 
Yang with three hundred sabres against them 
to avenge the death of some eighty or nine 
Christians who have been attacked and : 
ed at Kao-Li. Yang, after consulting with 
the magistrate of Cho-chan, pushed on to 
deal with the Boxers summarily. With a small 
party of thirty men he camo up with them on a 
hillside, near Lai-Shuai and, much against the 


advice of his followers, dismounted and allowed . 


himself to be inveigled up the hill for a,ponsul- 


tation. He was pulled into a donga, and instantly _ 


done to death: as many as seventy-two wounds 
were given him; a statement is now cir- 


culating in the form that he was cut into: 


seventy-two separate pieces. The accounts as to 
his followers vary; some say they were all cut 
off, others that only two or three were killéd. This 
attack on an Imperial! officer was the first awak- 
ening given to the Palace folk in Peking. In- 
stantly twelve camps (5,000) were ordered up 
from the military centres. This incident took 


place on the 23rd or 22nd instant, but the Boxers ae 
| have been more prompt than their punishers.§ = - 
‘The China Inland Mission has been partly, | On Sunday they fired the railway stations at 


, 


[The representatives ‘of the China’ Inland Tee 


“Dowager. has- fled “Poking. “Another: and 
‘more probable report is that she isin -the 
.-seclusion of the Palace, knowing little or nothing 
es of = -what- has- ‘oeourred all. round her, . as the 
: Reactionaries do not communicate the despatches 
“of: the: Tsungli Yamen. Every day but em- 
oP! sizes- the: testimony that her Government 
-Weither-fears the Boxers or is in collusion with 
zthem:.. Had Li Hung-chang been here, the 
~ sedition would never have been allowed to gather 
-head;. but every resolute official who dares 
“commend strong measures has been snubbed. 
= Li's. friends all maintain that he has been 
sent south because the Two Kwang are to be 
the centre of the coming storm. 


‘AN IMPERIAL DECREE WHICH 
| ENCOURAGED THE RIOTERS. 

The following is the edict referred to in our 
telegram from Shanghai, published in Monday's 
issue, which was said to have encouraged the 
-Boxers. For the translation we are indebted 
_ to.the W.-C. Daily News, to whom it was com- 
« Mnunicated by telegraph. Tei is dated 6th June, 
‘and runs :— 

.The ‘Western religion has existed and been 
dissominated throughout China for many years, 
-while those who disseminated it have done noth- 
ing except to exhort people to do good. More- 
over, converts to the religion have never, under 
the protection of religion, raised up disturbances: 
-hence converts and the people at large have 
" always remained at peace with one another, each 


going his own way without let or 
hindrance. Of late years, however, with 
the constant increase: of Western 


churches throughout the country and’ the 

consequent: overwhelming numbers of converts 

joining them, men of evil character have steal- 

thily gained a footing into their ranks, making 

it difficult, under the circumstances, for mission- 

aries to distinguish the good from the bad 

amongst the converts. Taking advantage of 

this, these evil characters have accordingly, 

under the guise of being Christians, harassed 

the common people and bullied the countryside ; 

but we are of opinion however that, perhaps, 

such a condition of affairs cannot have been 

viewed with favour by the Missionaries them- 

selves. As to the I Ho Chuan (Patriots and 

Champions of Peace) Society, this organisation 

was first ‘prohibited during the reign of the 

: ‘Emperor Chia Ching (1795/1820). Owing, 
2 ' however, to the fact that, of late, the members of 
: this Society simply trained themselves for pur- 
; poses of self-protection and to defend their homes 
ae and villages from attack, and moreover because 
7 they had abstained from creating trouble We 
[did not issue our ban of prohibition ‘according 

., to precedent but] merely sent repeated instruc- 

' tions to the local authorities concerned to keep 

& prope®. restraint on the movements of the 
‘Bociety. ‘We pointed out to the said authorities 
that the present was not a question of whether 
these people were Society-men or not, but that 

the point was whether, being banded together, 

their object was to create trouble in the coun- 
try or not. If, then, the Society-men should 
_ “= indeed rise up and break the peace it should 
e be the duty of the authorities to make a strict 
search. for the lawbreakers and punish them 
according to law. Whoever these parties 

- may be, whether Christians or Society-men, 
the Throne makes no difference in its treatment 

of them, for they are all the subjects (children) 
of . the Empire. Moreover, even in cases of 
litigation between Christians and the common 
people-our instructions have ever been that the 
authorities settle them according to the rights 
ofthe. matter, no. favour being allowed to be 
|» shown to either party. It,transpires, however, 
ut -our’ commands: have of late years never 


’ fectures, subprefectures, departments and dis- 
tricts have been proved to have neglected their 
’ duties ; they have neither acted in friend- 
-ly.- -oonjunotion With the missionaries, sym- 
ed with the people under them in 
: difficulties, . nor -settled litigation in 
spirit of impartiality, and the consequence 
n thet those concerned began to hate one 
_ thie :- enmity becoming deeper and 
Soeeetans for. ill-will multiplied.: On 
f-.this,: therefore,:we now find the 
<the I Ho Chuan: Society banding 


gainst the 

ee we find discontented spirits i in conjunction 
with lawless ruffians joining in the movement. 
for their own ends; 
day; railways are destroyed and. churches-are 
burnt down. Now the railways were constructed 
by, and are the property of the Government, 
whilst churches were built by the missionaries and 
their converts for their own occupation. Do these 
Society-men and others then think that they will 
be allowed to destroy and burn at their own sweet 
will? In thus running riot these people are 
simply opposing ¢ themselves to the Government. 
This is really be 
appointed Chao 
and Governor Adjunct of Peking, to proceed 
yesterday as our Imperial Commissioner to re- 
store peace and to call upon the people and 
Society-men to immediately disband and return 
each man to his own avocations‘and daily work. 
Should traitors and revolutionary Society-men 
try to stir up the people to raise up and pillage 
and destroy the countryside, we hereby call upon 
the I Ho Chuan people to hand over to the 
authorities the 
according to the laws of the land. 
‘any be so misguided as to persist in dis- 
obeying these our commands they shall be 
treated as rebels, and we hereby warn them 
that when the Grand Army arrives, their 
fathers, mothers, wives and children will be 
separated from one another and scattered, 
their homes destroyed and they themselves slain. 
They will also bring upon themselves the stigma 
of disloyalty and of being false to their country, 
for it will then be too late to repent. : Our 
heart is filled with pity when we think of the 
retribution that will then overwhelm our people. 
We, therefore, hereby declare that if after this 
warning, should there be still any who refuse to 
obey our commands, we will immediately order 
the Generalissimo, Jung Lu, to send Gencrals 
Tung Fu-hsiang (Kansu Corps), Sung Ch'ing 
and Ma Yii-k‘un (Szechuan Corps), 
their’ commands to punish these 
and to disperse them. Finally, in sending- 
troops out the primary purpose is to protect the 
law-abiding people; but we now hear that those 
sent out by the Chihli provincial authorities 
have not only failed in affording such protection 
and restraining evil characters but, on the col- 
trary, have themselves been guilty of preying 
upon the countryside. 
mani Yi Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, to investigate 
this matter at once, and also to send trusty” de- 
puties to make secret investigations. 
found that these military officials have indeed 
been guilty of encouraging their men to loot 
and pillage, such guilty officers are to be sum- 
marily executed. There must be no leniency or 
mercy shown to such. Let this our decree be 
copied out on yellow paper and posted through- 
out the country as a warning to people and that 
all may know our commands. 


- been obeyed. . The officials of the various pre-| 


ves Dest as village aay and deolar- 


mean- 


“Christians. “In 1 


; Tiots are the. order of the | 2 ) 


who is a very-musc man, ga 
-blows ‘which. nearly killed’ liim ;~} 
‘stand a third blow... Tho next day 
blood. Then he ee 


care ape fy to strike the soft part of his Stor 
and he did himself no harm. 
striking an india-rubber ball =<. <> 
“Then the man was. foolish enon, gh to ask ask. 
comeone to chop him on thet arm, saying. that it 
would do him no. injury, He was: ‘chop- 
ped on the arm with fhe result that - his: 
arm was nearly cut in two. : eS: 
“ Besides this they allowed anyone to strike ae 
them with a bundle of iron bars.. When struck ~ ~ 
with the bundle they cannot be hurt much, but = - 3: 
ona out 2f our party asked to be allowed. to + 
strike a Boxer with a single bar. He got per- 
mission. and gave the Borer a blow which almost se 
disabled him. a 
“When these men go about giving: exhibitions = 
in the streets they have a lot of boys as accom- 
plices. When they have got a crowd round them’ 
‘one of the Boxers will call ont.“ get mea boy,” 
and one of these boys will step out of the crowd. : 
The-Poxer will then profess to mesmerise him, 
ond will order him to do. all sorts of things 
which he was been previously trained to do. _ 
“These men when worshipping hang up 
characters representing Confucianism, Buddism, “ap 
and Laoijsm, the tablets also containing nae : ; 
representing seeing and hearing.” 


DEPARTURE OF TROOPS. FROM 
HONGKONG. 


The Indo-China Steam D Navigation Company’ 8 
steamer Hinsang cleared Hongkong for thenorth: 
at 1 p.m. on the 15th inst. with 400 members : 


ond reason. . We, therefore, 
fhu-ch‘iao, Grand Councillor 


ringleaders for punishment 
Should 


1 


with 
rebels 


want of accomodation. es 
that 400 members of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers 
shall followjin H.M.S. Terrible to-day:or Sun- . 
aay, Se 


Major F. Morris, of the R.W.F., will be in 
command, with Major G. R. St. John, R.A., 
second in command. 

Those departing were :—Major @. ‘gt: 
John, Commanding Officer, Hongkong- Sings 
pore Battalion Royal Artillery ; Captain E. G, 
Waymouth, Divisional Adjutant, R.A.; Captain 
Tulloch, Captain W. St. C. W. Bland, ‘Lieuten- 
ant Lewis, Captain Duff, Lieutenant G. Badham 
‘Thornhill, R.A. ; Captain E. L. Berger, Captain 
E. C. Rowcroft, Captain P. G. Anderson and. 
Lieutenant EH. C. L. Wallace, Hongkong Regi- 
ment; Captain H. V. Prynne, Royal Arm 
Modical Corps; Lieutenant Leary, Army Ord. 
nance Department; thirteen native officers; one 
warrant officer and close on 400 non-commis- 
sioned qfficersand men. Of these 200 men are © 
from the Hongkong: Regiment, the remainder 
being drawn from the Hongkong-Singapore Bat- 
talion of the Royal Artillery. - The force is fully 
equipped for two months’ campaigning ‘and is. 
supplied with 7-lb R.M.L..guns and-‘the — 
2.5 mountain guns. Three . hundred men- of. me 
the Royal Welsh Fusiliors are held in readiness - sine 
to embark on H.M.S. Terrible to-morrow. The - 
officers selected for. - service. are—Major . FB 
Morris, Captain J. H. Gwynne, Captain-H..M. 
Richards, Lieutenant H. Rotheram, Juieutenant © 
0.8. Flower. (Acting. Adjutant), ‘Lieutenant 
¥, J. Walwyn, and: Lieutenant'0. 8.:Owen, 
while Major Watson, RAMC., will command saree, 


We now hereby com- 


If it be 


A HONGKONG GHINAMAN? S EX- 
PERIENCE OF THE BOXERS. 


ae 

In view of the attention directed towards the 
“ Boxers " up north, it may interest our readers 
to know that men practising the same tricks as 
these people are going about the colony and are 
gathering to themselves quite a number of 
adherents. There is no reason to believe, how- 
ever, that there is ‘any conspiracy afoot, the 
object of the propagandists being, apparently, 
merely make money. They rent rooms in 
different parts of the colony and give exhibi- 
tions calculated to make the ignorant believe 
that they are invulnerable, and as they declare 
that all who join them, paying $10 as entrance 
fee, will be equally blessed, they are scooping in 
a fair sum of money every week. 

This not the first time the “Invulnerables ” 


have appeared in Hongkong. They worked the | the medical: staff.-. mee 
place some years ago, and a Hongkong China- eS Ba 3 
man the other day gave one of our representa- | The trial trip ‘came: off on: the oth: it 

tives an account of a visit which he paid and Manila bah of a new river nhoat, the ; 


some friends to one of their exhibitions given in 
a club in Hollywood Road, Said ee ‘ 
“When we reached the place the r Boxer 

and his followers were on their knees Joying 
prayers, during which they. threw d tonn: 
water which ‘they drank. They declared: that. on gant ‘accomm 
this made them invulnerable, and they © ‘then r : 
commenced their exhibition, “beginni g a 

eraning S ese and 80 on. : ie on the'Caga 


: Fa rr 
> cope memnasearemntereremnrenanmnnrent 


“Jane 16; 1900.) | 
‘DHE BRIBERY ORDINANCE. 


_ || PROPQSED .AMENDMENT, 
-; The advisability of amending the Ordinance 
dealing with bribery, that is the Magistrates’ 
Ordinance, in order that trumpery cases of bri- 
bery might be dealt with by the Magistrate 
ily instead of. their having to be sent 
for trial, lias been recognised for some time, and 
at last: action has heen taken, a Bill entitled an 
Ordinance to further amend the Magistrates 
Ordinance, 1890 (No. 10 of 1890) being read a 
first time at the meeting of the Legislative 
Council on Monday. The objects and reasons 
of the Bill are stated as follows:— 
' “There appears to -be.no valid reason why in 
eases of comparatively trifling offences commit- 
ted within the Admiralty Juiisdiction, as for 
instance on board a British ship on the high 
seas, the offender should not be dealt with sum- 
marily by the Magistrate in the same way as if 
the offence had been committed after the ship 
had entered the harbour. There can be no 
doubt that the necessity, at present existing, of 
sending all such cases to the Sessions of the 
' Supreme Court, either works great hardship on 
innocent witnesses who are bound over to appear, 
or causes a failure of justice by the refusal of 
persons to prosecute. Hongkong isa port fre- 
quented hy vessels. many of which stay there 
but a short period before proceeding to other 
places, and itis often most inconvenient for 
witnesses to remain after the ship has left. 
Where the sentence of six months hard labour 
will adequately meet the case and tho facts are 
-clear and simple, there is no valid reason why 
the Magistrate should have to commit the ac- 
cused for trial just because the offence happened 
outside the harbour. 

“ By section 80 of the Magistrates Ordinance, 
1890, as amended by Ordinance 12 of 1895, the 
Magistrate cannot inflict imprisonment for 
more than six months. If, therefore, the gravi- 
ty or difficulty of the case rendered committal 
for trial desirable, the Magistrate would commit 
just as he can now, even where the case is not 
excluded by the schedule from summary juris- 
diction. (See the third clause of section 80 of 
the Magistrates Ordinance.) 

“ As regards cases of ignorant Chinese offer- 
ing small bribes of a dollar or two to Sanitary 
Overseers, or Overseerg, in the Public Works 
Department, to induce them to refrain from 
performing their duties, the Magistrate could 
quite well deal with matters of this kind and 
dispose of them promptly and satisfactorily. 
During the last two sessions of the Supreme 
Court the time of the Chief Justice, the Attor- 
ney General, the Crown Solicitor and the jury, 
was occupied by no less than four such cases, 
the last being, a charge of offering forty cents 
to an officer to release from custody an offender 
whom he was taking to the Police Station. As 
a matter of fact the Magistrate does, continu- 
ally, deal with much more serious offences than 
the offering of petty bribes, and therefore he 
could quite properly be entrusted to dispose of 
matters.of that kind. This Ordinance is in- 
tended to make the amendments in the schedule 
to Ordinance No. 10 of 1890, necessary to confer 
the requisite jurisdiction upon the Magistrate." 


It has been remarked that the Legations at 
Peking will be hard put to it to accommodate 
their guards. Her Majesty's is by far the biggest, 
and two years ago it was a tight fit there when 
it had to make room for fifty, and yet on the 
31st ult. alone 75 British marines started for 
Peking to protect the building. : 

The land‘ revenne of Federated Malaya in 
1899 was $730,447. against $636,927 in 1898, 
The increase in Perak was over 839,000; in 
Selangor about $18,250; and in Pahang $20,438, 
The little States forming the Negri Sembilan 
incteased their actual land revenue from 
$103,368 to $123,793, being an increase of 
$20,425. Towards the actual increase, land 
revenue, exclusive of licenses, contributed 
$19,651, while both land and mining rents show 
a substantial increase. Every land office in 
ze States shows an increase, the most re- 
i 


kable being that of Jelébu. which exceeded 
former year’s revenue by 87 per cent; or, if 
the-revenus from licenses be climinated from 
the return of both years, tho increase is 126 per 


_OHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


HONGKONG VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


: —_——+—_—_- 
THE PROPOSED NEW HEADQUARTERS. 
On tho 14th inst. a meeting’ of the mem- 
bers of the Hongkong Volunteer Corps -was 
held at Headquarters for the purpose of ¢onsi- 
dering whether the proposed new Headquarters’ 
of the Corps shall .be erected on the present 
Headquarters’ site or on a site near the! Golf 


Club Pavilion in the Happy Valley. There 


was a good attendance, and the chair wasioccu- | 


pied by the Commandant, Lieut.-Col. Sir 
John pari baer C.M.G. The large in- 
crease which has taken place in the Corps. dur- 
ing the last 12 months has made it clear that 
more accommodationon is absolutely necessary. 
The matter has been under consideration for 
some time. The practicability of enlarging 
the present premises has been discussed, but 
though the great convenience of the present site 
is admitted on all hands it was soon recognised 
that the area was by no means large enough to 
allow of any extensive buildings being erected 
thereon. Accordingly aialternative scheme—re- 
moving to Happy Valley—has been formulated 
and this was submitted to the meeting yesterday. 
This scheme -- a scheme, by the way, much fay- 
oured by the Government—includes the erection 
of a drill shed, an institute, a gymnasium. ete, 
There is a difference of opinion even among the 
officers as to the 
Valley, but we venture to think that a little con- 
sideration will show that thereis really no alterna- 
tive but to do so, as the advantages would so great: 
ly outweigh the disadvantages. At Happy Valley 
there would be ample room for the erection of suit- 
able buildings, and there would also be plenty 
of space for out-door drill. Another point 
which should not be lost sight of is the fact 
that Happy Valley would be within easy reach 
of the new rifle range at Causeway Bay. which 
in itself would be a great convenience. In his 
speech yesterday Sir John emphasised’ the fact 
that what was wanted was the view of 
the non-commissioned officers and men on 
the matter, and he was careful to refrain from 
any endeavour to bias them one way or another, 
laying down the advantages and disadvantages 
advanced with regard to both schomes with 
strict impartiality. He, however, advanced a 
strong point in favour of the Happy Valley 
scheme when he impressed upon his hearers the 
fact that they must not merely look at the pre- 
sent but must provide for the future. The 
population of the colony is bound to in- 
crease,~ and with the increase in: the 
population it is only to be expected that 
6 numbers of the Corps will be increas- 
ed. The matter was well discussed, vari- 
ous opinions being expressed. It was an- 
nounced that within the next week papers will 
be sent round to the members of the Corps 
inviting them to fill in their views and forward 
them to Headquarters. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT. 
The. Report of the Hongkong Volunteer 

Corps for the season 1899-1900 has been pub- 

lished. We make the following extracts — 

The total strength of the Corps is now 311 of 
ra as against 181 of all ranks (in 1898- 
1899). 

The Staff, Field Battery, “A” “B” and 
“C * Machine Gun Companies, ‘‘ D" Infantry 
Company, “E” Engineer Company, and the 
Band, now number 8, 93, 146, $1, 20, and 13 
respectively, as compared with Establishments 
of 7, 110, 123, 57, 30 and 24, respectively, 

The new Regulations for the Corps make 
provision for a Staff, a Field Battery, three 
Machine Gun Companies, an Engineer Com- 
pany.and a Band. Each of the new Units, as 
sanctioned, has been raised. 

The six obsolete 7-pounder R.M.L. guns of 
200 Ibs. have been exchanged for six 2.5 R.M.I. 
guns, pending the acquisition of breech-loading 
guns of the newest pattern, suitable for use in 
the colony. It is earnestly hoped that this 
vital question of re-armament will soon be dealt 
with in a satisfactory manner. 

Bix 045 in. Maxim guns have been sent to 
England for conversion to guns of 303 in. cali- 
bre, and the remaining six 0.45 in. Maxim guns 
will be sent home for conversion immediately on 
Tretorn of the first mentioned six. 

The Martini-Henry Carbines in the posses- 
sion of the Corps we been replaced by 


wisdom of going to Happy | 


303 


ingly good throughout the season, 


Under the head of Drills the figures. are, as- 


Have become effi- : 


F.B. “A” BG. Co. “BRB” “gr “—D” Inftry, Co. ; 


cientwithmore = a ge 
than30drills 75 88 8 37 8} 6 (18. 
Have become effi- zs : 
cient with less { 7 age 
than ‘QO drills 16 - 6 re 2 6-- 
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Haye become efficient with more than 20 drills 14 -12 
Have become efficient with less than 30 drills .. 2 


Are non-efficients 20.0... .......cceceeeeeeeee 4 ‘i 
. otal ...scsssesssee 2 «48 
The want of a Rifle Range for the Corps_ 
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THE SUICIDE.B 
—_——o- 
ENQUIRY. . 

At the Magistracy on the 9th inat, Mr, 
Gompertz held an enquiry into the ciroumstances 
attending the death of Arthur W. Upton, an 
American, who was found shot dead in Cham- 
berlain Road on the 14th May. 7 ti 

Major Whitty, R.A.M.C., said that on the 
14th of May he went up to the Peak by the 
1.30 p.m. tram. In going along Chamberldin 
Road in a chair he saw the deceased lying on 
the rosdway. He found that he was 
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Y AN AMERICAN. | 


ie 


ee. | 
the !deceased was very steady and quiet. 

“He did not seem to have any friends” in 
Hongkong. There was nothing of any value 
found among the dec-ased’s effects in this room. 


. The hotel boy who attended to the deceased said 
-the deceased went out of the hotel at about seven . 


‘o'clock on the morning of the 14th May. He re- 


turned about nine o'clock and went out again. 


He did not come back. The next day he saw the 

dead hody of the deceased at the Mortuary. The 

deceased was very quiet when in the Hotel. 

‘There was nothing unusual in his. habits. He 

- used to have drinks in his room, and had seen 
him the worse for liquor. He was sober when 
he went out on the morning-of the 14th May. 
He had geen him the worse for liquor three or 
four days before. 

Inspector Macnab gave evidence as to the 
removal and search of the body of the deceased. 
The revolver which was found near the deceased 
was loaded in five chambers and one chamber had 
been recently fired. The pocket book produced 
was found in the man's inside breast pocket. It 
‘contained a large number of papers—receipt, 
Passports, and a pawn-ticket relating to a gold 
watch and chain. No coin of any description 
was ,found upon the deceased. The empty 
revolver case was found attached to the band of 

_ the deceased's trousers. He searched the de- 
ceased’s room at the hotel the next day and 
found the letter produced. He also found in a 
box a belt containing cartridges, corresponding 
with the bullets in the revolver. 

A verdict to the effect that the deceased com- 
mitted suicide by shooting himself was returned. 


POSTMASTER GENERAL'S 
REPORT. 


—- -_-—-o 

The report of the Acting Postmaster General 
for 1899 has been published. We make the 
following extracts :— 

Approximate statistics of International and 
Local Correspondence received and despatched 
during the year, which is based on the statistics 
taken-in October, give the following results :— 


INTERNATIONAL. 
Received. Despatched- 
1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
Ordinary letters 1,456,930 1,646,200 1,224,070 1,444,660 
Post cards ...... 44,670 65,020 44,950 89,510 
Newspapers and . 
other articles 1,207,000 1.609,570 472,160 781,090 
Registered articles 228,720 209,450 113,570 166,160 
LOCAL. 
Received. Despatched. 
1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
Ordinary letters 189,620 253,620 81,130 103,550 
Post cards....... 1,010 1,150 2,470 1,750 
Newspapers and ae 
other articles 10,260 13,030 48,590 74,650 
Registered articies 9,750 5,690 19,690 8,100 
Compared with the previous year it will be seen 


that there was an increase under each head in 
both International and Local Correspondence. 
I may mention that included in the total unde 
the head Local—Received—there were 199,520 
letters, etc., posted and delivered in Hongkong, 
as.against 140,690 in 1898. 
A Statement of the number of Bags, Packets, 
Parcel Boxes and Loose Letter Boxes received 
and despatched shows the respectable total of 
64,496 Bags; 3,633 Packets, 3,066 Parcel Boxes, 
a 2,290 Loose Lettér Boxes, handled at this 
office. 

By direction of the Postmaster General of the 
Uhited Kingdom, special statistics were taken of 
the weight’of mails despatched by British Con- 
tract Packets from London and Hongkong dur- 
ing the first 28 days of May; the result is ap- 
pended (Table C). The total weight being—Lon- 
don—Letters 725 Ibs. 14 ozs., Post Cards 1 lb. 
10 ozs, Other Articles 10,086 Ibs. and Hong- 
kong—Letters 576 ibs. 6 ozs., Post Carde 1 lb. 7 
ozs., Other Articles 1,015 Ibs. 11 ozs. 

Sale of Stamps—The total amount received 
was $216,723.45, which was $16,404.32 less than 
the previous year. This falling off was due, 
not to any décrease in the volume,ef correspon- 
dence, for’ there was a large increase, but 

| undoubtedly, and as was anticipated, to the 
adoption ofthe 1d.‘Postage rate on letters to 
the United~ Kingdom and the majority of the 
-_ British Colénies. I have every reason to be- 
lieve, however, that in the near future the still 
farther increased correspondence will consider- 
ably. painee this loss if it does not entirely re- 
move i 6 is 
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Parcel Post transactions included in the total 
26,866 Parcels aeceived there were 2,215 Parcels 


-insureded, and in the total 22,488 Parcels des- 


patched, 4,002 Parcals insured. 


slight increase under certain heads of revenue, 
but owing to the large decreases under that of 
Postage Stamps and Profit on Exchange, the 
total revenue received was less by $19,270.63. 
I am glad, however, to point out. that on the 
Expenditure side there was a decrease of 
$3,658.76. The net balance to credit of the 
Hongkong Post Office on the year's transactions 
amounted to $80,006.60. 

Money Order Business.—The total amount of 
orders issued and paid in Hongkong and Shang- 
hai was $633,397.72 while in 1898 it amounted 
to $527,413.00. The sale of Imperial and Local 
Postal Orders exceeded that of 1898—the former 
by 1.000 and the latter by $300. 

During the year another attempt was made 
to carry out: the results’ of the Conference held 
at this office in 1897, on the subject of partial 
postal union of China with Hongkong. After 
much correspondence between the Postmaster 
General and the Postal Authorities at Peking, 
and it had been submitted to London with a 
view to the preparation of the necessary Con- 
ventions, I regret to say that owing to this Ad- 
ministration having been unable to accede to 
certain concessions subsequently proposed, this 
matter fell through. 

The usual number of complaints regardiug 
the alleged loss, delay or missending of unregis- 
tered letters were frequently made, but in many 
cases the Office was without blame, and looking 
to the circumstances surrounding the Hongkong 
Post Office, I do not think they were exceptional. 
On the other hand. I regret to have to refer to 
the complaints regarding the loss of Registered 
Letters and Insured -Parcels, and which, unfort- 
unately, was in many cases only too well proved. 
After a very searching examination of all the 
books kept in the Registration Department. it 
was discovered that no less than 83 Registered 
Letters and Parcles could not be traced. In 
many of these cases, however, no complaints had 
or have been made, and in some instances it was 
found that letters had been twice given receipts 
for or that, owning to some error subsequently dis- 
covered, the letter had been returned to the senders 
but the receipt never cancelled. In one iustance 
the guilt in connection with an Insured Parcel 
for India was brought home to a clerk who had 
joined the Registration Branch on the 2nd May 
and resigned on the 3rd June on the ground of 
the insufficiency of the salary. He, on convic- 
tion, was sentenced to six months’ hard labour, 
and had he not died before the expiration of his 
sentence, there were one or two other cases that 
he would have been charged with. The daily 
check since introduced will avoid any similar 
occurrence in the future. 


CANTON. 
— --@—-—_—_ 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. | 


Canton, 7th June. 

THE SQUEEZE SYSTEM RECEIVES A BLOW. wt 

In the official yamen it has been the invariabl# 
practice from time immemorial to sell the posts 
of secretaries, writers, ushers, and runners, to 
the highest offer, and the money so realised has 
gone into the pocket of the mandarins The 
person who has bought any of these posts is 
expected to make money ten times as much. 
during the year as what he has paid. So no 
doubt it is a very lucrative employment. To 
give himself a larger scope, a ranner, for 
instance, will put a substitute in the office to 
work for him, and the substitute, paying also 
for the acting appointment, will squeeze those 
who have anything to do with the yamen, while 
he himself will go about to levy blackinail on 
gambling establishments, houses of ill-famo, and 


boats, &c. Against those refusing to pay this he | 


would trump up a case and have them arrested, 
put in prison, and tortured until the money is 
paid. Ks an instancé of this the following 
case may be quoted. “Chan Lee Chai” is a 
well known druggist shop in Canton. The 
proprietor thereof had made millions of dollars 
by the sale of pills, which were said to be very 


good and efficacious for debility and other dis- ' 
eases. As he was getting old, and having made | 


money enough, he wanted to retire, and trans- 
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ferred his business toa man Pun: fi-shin; re 
ving some interest in it- forthe mainten 

of his poor relatives. “Pun is: of a respe 


happened that one of the relatives of the late 
Chan Lee Chai had trouble: with ‘Pun - on 
account of some money matter, and.-at the 
instigation of the yamen runners summoned 
him before the Pun Yii Magistrate. Then the - 
yamen runners, Tam Kwan, Totai, and Chan 
Ching, took with them 30 or more men of: the 
same character as themselves, went into Pun’s 
house, brought him into the Police office of the 
yamen, and tried to exact blackmail from 
bin Pun, refusing.to pay the runners, who 
insulted him, tore off his long coat, and other-. 
wise illtreated him. They did their best to 
place every obstacle in his way, so that he 
could not make known his case to the magis- 
trate. As Pun is a man of imfluence and of 
some means he managed to appeal to the Higher 
Court of the prefect She Tai Chuan, who had 
the runners brought up and tried, and in pas. 
sing sentence the prefect censured them severe- 
ly, and stigmatized them as the worst class of 
men that prey upon the vitals of their follow 
beings. Order have been sent to all the offici- 
als and gentry of the districts under his juris- 
diction to take note and be informed that if any 
such case ever comes to their coginzance they 
are not to hesitute to report it to him. 
CONCERNING DRAGON BOATS. 

’ There are two kinds of Dragon Boats. That 
with 8 figurehead of dragon at the bow is called 
a male dragon, and that with a moon carved.at 
its bow is a female dragon: male joss riding on 
male dragon, and female joss on female dragon. 
The boat is built of hard wood, costing from threé 
to four hundred dollars each. In every village 
there is a dragon boat society belonging to a 
particular joss-house. Immediately after the 
festival the dragon boat is intered in the mud, 
and is termed the sleeping dragon till next year, 
when it will be dug up again for the races; it 
is then called a swimming dragon. Besides 
these there are many different names for dragons, 
such as gold dragon, silver dragon, yellow 
dragon, green dragon, black dragon, flying-dra- 
gon, hidden dragon, fiery dragon, water dragon, 
and short-tailed dragon, &c. The Emperor of 
China is denominated dragon, his face is the 
dragon-countenance, hts head the dragon-head, 
his robe the dragon-robe, and his throne the 
dragon-seat. On the 3rd or 4th day of 
the feast most of the dragon boats re- 
paired to Wong Chuk-kee, their rendezvous 
somewhere at the southern part of Canton, 
where there is a joss-house, to worship* 
the mother-dragon; while contesting in 


their races for ptizes or for fame they quar- - 


relled and fought a pitched battle with stones, 
mud, and revolvers, many of the dragon-boat- 
men returning with broken heads and wound- 
ed limbs. On the 30th ult.. the 
boat of the Pankew village came 
collision with that of the Lip Tak village, 
which brought on a fight amongst the men, 
two being drowned and- several wounded. 
Every year the Chinese authorities have issued 
notifications prohibiting the dragon-boat races, 
but this is merely a dead letter to which no atten- 
tion is paid. > 

ARREST OF LAO HOK-SHUN'S ASSAILANT. 

The intended assasin of Lao Hok-shun, one 
of the directors of the Commercial Bureau, has 
been arrested by the Inspector of Police of the 
Sai Kwan district at the Kiang Tung steamer 
wharf on the day of thé dragon-boats' festival. 
He is quitea eed man of about 20, and is no 
doubt a. hired assasin; so at the trial severe 
torture will be used to extort confession as to 
who else is concerned in the attempt. Lao 
Hok-shun has completely recovered under the 
treatment of a foreign doctor, but is advised 
not to go out. Probably he will leave Canton 
for Shanghai again. - ; > ch 

LIGHTNING FATALITIES AT CANTON.,. 


During the list fortnight Canton ‘has been .4. 


visited by thunder storms and rains almost 
every day. On the 22nd May at noon a boat- 
woman at Fatshan was killed by lightning; on 


the 24th a farmer's wife, while working atthe _ 
Shin Hing with a child in her arms, was struck - 


dead, the child being unhurt; on the 29th: 


_saved by a cotton quilt being over him ; 


| family, possessing an honorary title.of mandarin. '. 
Revenue and Expenditure.—There was a; by purchase, and is also doing very well. It so”. as 
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again three men in a milk shop, Tai Cheon at. - 
Fatshan, were struck, two being killed along a 
‘also on 
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the same day an old man in his house at the 
east gate of Shew Hing was killed. The 
Chinese proverb, says:—‘The thunder will 
Strike till the third: generation of those who 
have done wrong.” 

TWO EXECUTIONS BY “ LINGTSE.” 

A man of the age of 20, named Hii Po-iin, 


_ Who had murdered his father with a chopper, 


was tried and sentenced by the provincial judge 
to be executed by lingtse (i.e. cutting to pieces). 

6: was a native of Heungshan, and was 
known to be non compos mentis. The sentence 
was confirmed by the Viceroy and carried out 
on the execution ground on the 6th inst., a few 
poreignors from Shameen being present to wit- 
ness the scene. The day previous another 
culprit, by name Tai, was also executed by 
lingtse for kidnapping and selling his mother 
to a houge of ill-fame. 


[FROM THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN Po." | 


A NEW TAX. 

The question of imposing a shop-tax as a 
substitute for all the lekin taxes, recommended 
by Kang-yi, when he was appointed high Com- 
missioner and sent to Kwangtung to look into 
the revenues of the province by the Em- 
press Dowager, has been completely settled. 
The leading merchants, Sam-king-yu and 
others, who have promised to pay to the 
Government annually 4,J00,000 taels as shop- 
tax, have paid advance to the Government 
1,000,000 taels collected from the different 
shops. The 14th June was appointed by the 
Viceroy and the Governor reper the shop-tax 
office and the provincial treasurer has been 


‘ appointed to frame the regulations for collect- 


ing the tax with the leading merchants. It is 
teported that only one half of the shops are 
willing to pay the tax. Each shop is required 
to pay from one hundred to three hundred taels 
in advance, and the tax is to be collected accord- 
ing to the business of each shop, large or small. 
It is said that the lekin offices and stations are 
not to be abolished at present, for they are still 
used to collect lekin taxes from the shops failing 
to pay the tax. 
A SUPPOSED ASSASSIN. 

A young man about twenty-five years of age 
was arrested the other day by the soldiers in 
Canton, being alleged to be the man who who 
attacked Lau Hok-san. He will be brought 
before the Provincial Judge for trial. There is 
as yet no evidence to show that the lad is the 
real offender. 

A SWINDLER’S TRICK. 

Sothetime ago a great swindler went to a gold- 
smith’s shop in Siu-Sz street, Canton, and asked 
for one hundred taels of gold, saying that he 
belonged to the Imperial Bank of China. * The 
shop at once sent a foki to go to the bank with 
him. When they arrived at the bank. the 
swindler asked the fokc for the gold and told 
him to wait in the front part of the bank, where 
there was no one else present. The foki, having 
waited for some time, made enquiries and found 
that he had been cheated. A heavy reward was 
offered for the capture of the offender. It is 
said that he had been arrested the other day 
with all the gold in his possession. . 

THE PRICE OF FIREWOOD. 

Firewood is exceedingly dear in Canton and 
in the surrounding districts, for the junks 
carrying firewood from the West and East ri- 
vers have to pay heavy blackmail tothe pirates 
to escape being plundered. A dollar at present 
can buy only about one hundred and thirty 


:catties against two hundred or more catties in 


former years. _H.E. Li Hung-chang knowin 
this has sent a weiyuen with fifty thousand taels to 
buy firewood from the districts where it is pro- 
duced in great abundance, to be sold in Canton 
at a low price to the poor. 


A Chinaman was sentenced to six months 
hard labour at the Magistracy yesterday for 
attempting to break into a shop in Queen's Road. 
He had climbed on to the verandah when he 
missed his footing and fell and was captured by 
a Chinese constable. 


For the vacant seat in the Legislative Coun- 


‘ceil created’ by Mr. Herbert Smith's departure 
from the colony, Mr. J. J. Francis, Q.C., pro- 
poses to offer himself as nominee of the 
Chamber of Commerce. We understand that 
Mr. J. Thorburn, Manager of the Mercantile 
Bank of India, is also a candidate. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
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THE PHILIPPINE COMMISSION. THE PROPOSED ‘REVISION OF : 


The U.S. Philippine Commission arrived in 
Manila Bay on Sunday, the 8rd inst. Judge 
Taft gave a statement, of which the following 
is the most important part, to the representatives 
of the Press. 

“We have full instructions, and extensive powers 
are given us. We shall not fully exercise these 
powers until we shall have had ample time to 
acquire a sufficient knowledge of the situation 
to proceed to enact legislative changes and 
reforms preliminary to the establishment of a 
stable civil government. The Military Gover- 
nor, General MacArthur, until we assume our 
full authority, will continue to perform the 
duties and exercise the general powers here- 
tofore discharged and wielded by General Otis ; 
and even after we take full active part in the 
government he will continue to be its executive 
head until, on our recommendation, it shal] seem 
to the President that the time has arrived for the 
appointment to a civil executive, and the mak- 
ing of the military forces of the United States 
merely auxiliary to the carrying on of the civil 
Government, and available only in cases of emer- 
goncy for the suppression of lawless violence 
too formidable to be overcome by the regularly 
organized local police. 

‘‘ We are awaro that here are several issues of 
deep interest to the people of these islands upon 
which it will probably be our duty to take some 
action. Part of these will involve merely judi- 
cial investigation and decision of purely legal 
rights, while the remainder will require the 


careful exercise of political power to reach a ! 


just and equitable result. Upon these issues 
we cannot be expected at this time to say any- 
thing in advance of our final and deliberate 
conclusions. : 

“ Representing the sovereignty of the United 
States in these islands which it is the purpose 
of our government to maintain, we are here to 
do justice to the Philippine people, and to 
secure to them the best government in our 
power, and such a measure of popular control 
as will be consistent with stability and the 
security, of law, order and property. 

“We are civil agents. Weare men of peace. 
The field of our work must of coursa be con- 
fined to regions in which the armed enemy has 
ceased operations. We cannot deal with men 
in arms. They are to be dealt with by the 
United States Army and the General Command- 
ing. When those now in arms shall have laid 
them down, relying, as they certainly may, on 
the justice, generosity and. clemency of the 
United States, we shall give them as full a hear- 
ing upon the policy to be pursued and the re- 
forms to be begun, as to anyone having an in- 
terest in the matter. 

“This is not a manifesto or proclamation ; 
but anticipating that we might be-called upon at 
various times by the Press and otherg entitled 
to know, we have deemed it best to say this 
much. I may add that we mean to inaugurate as 
comprehensive a school system throughout the 
Islands as circumstances will permit, and we 
have already invited Mr. Fred T. Atkinson, of 
Springfield, Mass., a gentleman of high profes- 
ional standing as an educator, to come to the 
islands to become the General Superintendent of 
Education in the Philippines. We hope that he 
will reach here by the first of August. He is 
highly recommended to us by leading educators 
of the country.” ; , 


Despatches received from Tientsin, says the 


g | .N.-C. Daily News, state that Brigadier-General 


Yang, who was ambushed and murdered by 
Boxers at Laishui near Paotingfu recently, 
while en route to investigate a case of reported 
murder of Christians at Kaoli, is to be “ cashier- 
ed for disobedience of orders, in that he had 
been ordered ‘to investigate ’ and not to come to 
blows with the mob.” This was the same officer 
whom the Daily News correspondent at Tient- 
sin eulogised as a “fine old soldier.” By 
rights Brigadier-General Yangs's family should 
have been compensated by a grant of money 
and posthumous honours for him for having 
died doing his duty, but for the fact that he had 
“disobeyed orders.” That the Boxers are 
secretly favoured by the powers that be in 
Peking has been again and again insisted upon, 
and what clearer proof can there be of this than 
this censure of Brigadier Yang? : 


THE TARIFF. 


The North China Daily News gives the text 
of the following despatch from Viceroy Liu of 
the Liangkiang Provinces to Governor Lu of 


(the Viceroys of Chihli and 
provinces), the Viceroys of the Two Kuang, 


Governorsof Kiangsu, Anhui, Kiangsi,Chekiang, ~ 
nan, 


a others recommending the increase of tho 
T 


concerning 
increasing the Tariff 
with due regard to the existing 
Treaties. The said Shéng and his colleagues 
recommend that the duties on imports and ‘ex- 
ports be increased by making a readjustment of 
the market values of said goods and that im- 
ported wines, spirits, cigars, tobacco, eto., be 
also duly taxed. These suggestions appear to 
be beneficial and’ harmless. As the time has 
arrived for the reconsideration of the Treaties, 
we hereby command Sheng Hsuan-huai, Nieh 
Chih-knei, in conjunction with. (Sir Robert) 
Hart, to communicate with the Ministers of the 
various countries, giving the reasons which 
have actuated the Imperial Government for 
formulating the proposed revision of the Tariff, 
and to begin at once on thei discussion of the 
two points mentioned in the above-named re- 
commendations in order that there may be no 
time lost. Furthermore with regard to the sug- 
gested increase of the Tariff, combining there- 
with the likin tax, it should be explained that 
this has reference solely to foreign goods and 
has no connection with the likin on native pro- 
duce. As a matter of fact, the present question 
is one of grave responsibility and if made 
practicable will bring an increase of several 
millions of taels to the annual revenue and be 
of considerable benefit to the country at large. 
It is important that there be no shirking 
of responsibilities or delay in this matter where- 
by there will be danger of losing a grand 
opportunity, and we hereby command the 

uperintendents of the Northern and Southern 
port, the Viceroys of the Two Kuang, Hukuang, 
Szechuan, and Min-Cué; and the “Governors 
of Kiangsu, Anhui, Kiangsi, Chékiang, Shan- 
tuug, Hupeh, Hunan, Kuangtung, and Kuang- 
si, to consider well the memorials of Shéng 
Hsuan-huai and his colleagues.and those of the 
Board of Revenue and the Tsungli Yamén in 
regard to the above, using them as a basis in 
connection with the conditions and capabilities 
of the province or provinces under the jurisdic- 
tion of each. They should consider the question 
from all points of view, comparing the con- 
ditions of their coun with the foreign 
influences at work, and find out (from their 
own points of view) how the question 
should be conducted by which the country may 
be benefitted and freed from harm, or how 
a result may be attained in which ‘the advan- 
tages may be great, while the harm is reduced to 
a minimum. They (the said provincial high 
authorities) are commanded to be decided in 
their judgment and bewaro of hesitancy, while 
they should be liberal in treating the question 
and. refrain from conservatism. Above all they 
must be prompt in arriving at a result: We, 


question of 
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‘therefore, grant the said high provincial author. | 
ities one month to consider the matter, within | 
which time each and all of them are commanded | 


to report to-us their views, based ‘on the con- [ 


- ditions and interests of their several provinces 
_and await our commands thereon. Finally, we 
_ command (the Grand Council) that copies of the 
memorials and documents of the said Shéng 
Hsudn-huai and his colleagues, as well as the 
memorials of the Board of Revenue and the 
Tsungli Yamén, be hereby made out and ‘des- 
patched to each of the high officials horoin 
named by courier, travelling at the rate of 400 
lia day, and that this Decree be-also notified 
_ at the same time to the said Shéng Hsuan-huai 
and the said: Nieh Chih-kuei. Respect this!” 

In obedience to the Imperial commands [, 
therefore, hereby make a copy of the ahove 
Decree which I herein send to your Excellency. 
Now I find that. of late, the financial condition 
of China -is daily growing worse whilv the 
amounts we have to pay annually to our foreign 
creditors grow heavier and heavier, insomuch 
tin a few years’ time we shall actually be in 

e position of being almost unable to liquidate 
any of them. Now if we can indeed devise a 
- method of revising the tariff and bring in an 
increased revenue of several millions of taels 
annually, the country at large will, gf course. 
be greatly benefitted thereby. would, 
however, be well to ramember also that the 
matter in question, namely, the combina- 
tion of customs and likin duties, is solely 
confined to the duties on foreign goods and 
has nothing whatever to do with the likin on 
native produce. Again, of late years I find that 
the number of those trading under foreign‘flags 
has increased while, at the same time, Chinese 
trading under the names of foreign hongs are 
‘algo numerous. It would therefore seam neces- 
‘sary for us to guard against attempts after the 
Treaty Revision has been settled, of people try- 
ing to defraud the revenues by passing native 
produce for foreign goods. Foreigners will also 
_ be used to protect these people. thereby render- 
ing it extremely difficult for the Customs people 
to do their duty in examining goods. Indeed. 
the interior inistrations become unuble to 
collect likin, the country at large will naturally 
suffer a great deal. In a word, we shall find 
that before the country will begin to reap any 
benefit from the new tariff, frauds will already 
have been widespread. We must. therefore. be 
extremely careful and on our guard from the 
beginning. 
As the matter under discussion is of para- 
mount importance I have decided to thstruct 
the Provincial Treasurers of Kianguning: (Nan- 
king) and Soochow; the Taotais of Shanghai. 
Chinkiang. Kiangning and Soochow: and the 
Chief of the three Likin Bureaus of Kiang- 
ning, Soochow and Shanghai, to report the re- 
sult truthfully to me, after careful considera- 
tion. They are warned not to be indifferent or 
conservative in their views and must always 
keep in view the importance of arriving at a 
modus operand? by which the interests of likin 
on native produce may be protected. This in- 
deed must be a sine qui non. I give them half 
a month to investigate, within which time they 
are required to report to me their views and 
suggestions. Upon these reports I shall hase 
my memofial to the Throne. Your Excellency 
is requested to give your careful attention to the 
subject, in obedience to the Imperial commands. 


Mr. Gilbert B. Whyte has been appointed 
General Manager of the Raub Mine, in succes- 
sion to the late Mr. Wm. Bibby. 

A Government Gazette Extraordinary pub- 
lished on the 12th inst. contained a lettet from 
Acting Commissioner of Custom E. V. Heenan. 
announcing the receipt from Shanghai of the 
following telegram “ Amoy and Swatow declared 
infected ; inform shipping. Agilen.” . 

The Eastern Extension and Great Northern 
Telegraph Companies informed us on the 13th 
inst. that they had received the following, from 
the International Telegraph Office at Berne:— 
“On account of the interruption of the Chinese 
lines between Tientsin and Peking, telegrams 
for the latter place by either of the Joint Com- 
panies’ cables can only be accepted at senders’ 
risk, During the present crisis the Shanghai, 
Neagasaki.and Vladivostock offices will remain 
open all night for the transmission of telegrams 


eo qa Government service.” 
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JAPAN AND COREA. 


ie - oe — 

The Corean, correspondent of the Nagasaki 
Press, writing on the 29th ult. of the recent 
judicial murder in Seoul, concludes with the 
following remarks :— 

What will the Japanese Government do ? 
That is one of the political consequences which 
no one can foretell. Minister Hayashi, one of the 
brightest men Japan has had here, on hearing 
the news immediately demanded an audience 
with thé Emperor. This was refused him. He 
then sent a vigorous letter of protest to the 
Foreign Minister and there is no doubt that the 
wires betwecn Seoul and ‘Tokyo have been kept 
busily at work since yesterday. 

It is notorious that Corea inaugurated the war 
between Japan and China, and the first ostensible 
act of that great tragedy was the assassination . 
by a minion of the Corean Emperor of Kim Ok- 
Kiun in Shanghai. It is possible that again 
this fatal nation is about to deluge the Fur East 
in blood? It is notorious that the relations he- 
tween Japan and a certain Power are strained 
to breaking point. It is also notorious that the 
faction in Corea whith has done An and Kwong 
to death is in favour of that certain Power. 

Just at this time also a company of Japanese 
infantry have arrived to relieve part of the 
troops in the Japanese garrison in Seoul. The 
relieving purpose has been given up, so that so 
far they really constitute a réinforcement to the 
Seoul garrison. Japan knows just what step 
erg in this emergency and is prepared to 
take it. 


THE “STAR” FERRY COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


——_@—_—. 

On the 11th inst. at noon an extraordinary gen- 
eralmeeting in.connection with the above company 
was held at the company’s offices, No. 2, Con- 
naught Road. for the purpose of submitting as 
a special resolution the resolution passed at the 
meeting held on the 23rd May. The Hon C. P. 
Chater. C.M.G., presided, and there were also 
present Messrs. P. Sachse, J. A. Mackay (Direc- 
tors), Edward Osborne (Secretary), (Capt.) 
Brown, N. A. Siebs, A. Haupt, R. C. Wilcox. 
Wong. Kamfuk, L. L. Lopes, J. Hooper, E, 
Roberts. J. J. Monteno, G. M. Bain. A. V. 
Apcar, Tsan Fu Cheung, and P. Jordan. 

Ou the motion of the CHAIRMAN seconded hy 
Mr. Wi.cox, the following resolution was con- 
firmed :—" 'That the Regulations contained in 
Table A inso far as they apply to this Company 
be altered as follows :—That the followin;: clause 
he substituted for Clause 37 of Table A:— 
* ‘fhe quorum for all the purposes of a (Ceneral 
Meeting: shall be not less than five members 
present in person or by proxy, No /usiness 
shall be transacted at any General Meeting 
unless the qnorum requisite be present at the 
commeneement of the businoss.” 

Yhis was all the business. 


HONGKONG VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
> 
“A” MACHINE GUN COMPANY. 

The third shoot, of present series took place 
on the 10th inst.. resulting in a win for (runner 
H. S. Holmes of the No. 1 Cup and far Cor- 
poral Nicholson of the No. 2 Cup. There are 
sixteen competitors. 

The following are the six best scores: — 

200 500 600 ' 

yds. yds. yds. H'cap. Tote 
GunnerH.S. Holmes 28 31 32 4, 95 
Sergeant Lammert... 30 31 26 seratch 87 
Corporal Nicholson{20 
Gunner Wodehouse 24 
Corporal Head ...... 21 
Captain Sanders ... 27 18 21 14 75 


The police have arrested an Eurasian boy, aged 
15, who gives the name of John Whiley, ona 
charge of obtaining money by false pretences. 
It seems the youth has been in the habit of go- 
ing about representing himself as an official of 
the Water Department. He has made it his 
business to examine taps, and after _promising 
to send now taps has asked for sums varying 
from a dollar to a dollar and a half, giving chits 
: and signing them “John Whiley.” Ultimately 
‘his doings got to the ears of the police, who 
laid hands on him. 


HONGKONG. > 
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The appointments of Mr. J Ww. Jones, ‘Act. : 


ing Deputy Registrar and Accountant, tobe . - " 


Acting Deputy Registrar and Appraiser, and 
of Mr. C. J. Xavier to be Acting Deputy. Re- 
gistrar and Accountant, during the absence on 
leave of Mr. A. Seth, are notified in the Gazette. . 

‘On the 10th inst. Inspector Baker visited 24, 
Qucens Road West, and found a -roomful of‘ 
people playing Pai Kan. He arrested 12 of 
them, including three women. At the Magis- 
tracy'on the 11th inst. the two keepers of the 
house were fined $10 each and the rest $3 each. 

At the Magistracy on the 9th inst. the Chinese 
fitter at Shaukiwan was arrested on.a charge 
ofiattempting to murder his- wife, appeared 
before Mr. Hazeland. The wife, however, de- 
clined to say a word against her husband. 
She said a fall was the cause of the injury to 
her head. ‘The Magistrate bound prisoner over 
on security of 8100 to appear for sentence when 
called upon. The woman was taken back to 
Hospital, but it will be some time before she 
completely recovers. 

At the Magistracy on the 9th inst. the keeper 
of the boarding-house at 48, Connaught Road, 
was charged with assaulting a coolie. The com- 
plainant said he was brought down from Pakhoi- 
with other coolies, being informed that they 
could get good wages in Hongkong. When 
they arrived here: they were told that they 
would have to go Singapore. Upon this the de- 
fendunt demanded their passage money and 
payment for the food he had supplied them 
with, and on them refusing to pay him anything 
a disturbanee took place, during which the de. 
fendant threw the complainant downstairs, 
causing him severe injuries from which he is 
still suffering. On the application. of Mr. 
Mounsey, the’ case was adjourned until the 11th 
inst. 

This weck a subs{antial addition was made to ~ 
our local Indian Famine Relief Fund, when on 
Wednesday night atthe theatre a lecture was 
delivered by Captain Percy Scott, R. N., C. B., 
and Captain A. H. Limpus, R. N., of H. M. 8. 
Terrible, on the * Mountings of the Naval Guns 
and their subsequent uso with the Ladysmith 
Relief Column.” The leciure was held under 
the auspices of the Hongkong Odd Volumes So- 
ciety. and H. EK. Major-General Gascoigne, the 
Acting Governor. took the chaif, and introduced 
the lecturers to their audience. The illustrations 
were supplied by some magic-lantern slides, which 
Dr. Jordan kindly worked in a lantern lent by 
him, aud the light for the lantern was supplied 
by the Eastern Acetylene Light Company. 
The lecture, which was very well received, will 
be re-issued in book form, with and without illus- 
trations, at the Dazly Press Office, and the 
proceeds will be devoted, like the takings of the 
entertainment. tothe Indian Famine Relief Fund 


A Chinese boatman employed on board 
H. M.S. Tamar was charged at the Magistracy 
on the 12th inst. with assaulting Chinese 
Constable 299 and damaging his coat. The 
complainant said that about half-past seven on 
Monday night he was on duty near Blue Build- 
ings. standing on the wharf, when the defendant 
came up and called for a sampan. Both he and 
the defendant wero in plain clothes, the defend- 
ant being slightly drunk. As the defendant 
was going down into the boat he nudged him with 
his shoulder, saying he was in the way, and near- 
ly pushing him into the water. . The defendant 
knocked ayainst him on purpose. On his telling 
him not to push him the defendant caught hold 
of hix coat and tore it.—Chinese constable 318 
corroborated.—The defendant said that on Sun- 
day night he called a boat. The complainant 
was on the wharf at the time and told the boat- 
man to ask him 20 cents. He said he would — 
give 10 cents. The complainant then said, 
* Ask him 15 cents.” Hesaid he would not pay 
415 cents and walked ‘away, the complainant 
having previously struck a blow at him with his 
truncheop. He gota boat atthe pier near the 
Cricket Ground. On Monday night. he went 
ashore again. ‘The complainant came a to 
him and asked him if he was looking for him. 
He replied ne. The complainant then got hold__ 
of him and struck him and afterwards took him - 
to the Police Station.—For the assault the — 
defendant was fined-$5 or 14° days and for. - 


damaging the constable’s coat he was ordered to _ oe 


pay $3 or go to prison for 14 days. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT: 


Sanitary Inspector Mills, who has been guffer- 
ing from plague, was discharged from hospital 
on the 9th insf. 

A Chinaman of no occupation was prowling 
about the first and second floors of No, 9, 
Praya Central, on the 7th inst, about mid- 
night in search of valuables to lay his hands 
on, when to his regret ho was caught by a 
native watchman in the act of departing with 
some Chinese clothes. He was brought: up 
before the Court on the 8th inst. and sentenced 
to three weeks’ hard labour. : 

A Chinaman who was charged at the Magis. 
tracy on the 8th inst. with stealing from a house 
at Yaumati tried to hoodwink Hig Worship and 
the police by feignin g madness. He commenced 
gesticulating and making most extraordinary 
grimaces. His ruse, however, did not succeed. 
The Inkong who arrested him said the man was 
not insane the previous evening, and Mr. Haze- 
land sentenced him to six months’ hard labour, 

Among the unfortunates who appeared before 
Mr. Hazeland at the Magistracy on the 8th 
inst. was a respectably-dressed Irishman who was 
charged with being a vagrant. He did not deny 
the charge, but told an interesting story to the 
Bench. He said that he had only just arrived 
in the colony from Singapore. He was turned 
out of Johannesburg by the Boers, and had 

lopped some time in Zanzibar, afterwards 
going to Singapore and then coming on to 
Hongkong. He was unable to work at present, 
owing to an injury to one of his hands. He 
added that he stayed at the Criterion Hotel the 
previous evening. 

At the Magistracy on the 13th inst.. before 
Mr. Hazeland, Chung Kan Kau and Wong Man 
Kai were charged with unlawfully and by fran- 
dulent means bringing four girls from Pakhot 
into the colony for the purpose of emigration. 
Three of the girls are 19 years of age and the 
fourth 13. One of them said she was a married 
woman. She was fishing for crabs in her own 
country when the first defendant came up to her 
and asked her to go on board a steamer with him. 


The Return of Le igi to: the City Hall *. 

Library and Museum for the week ending. 10th * . 

June, 1900, show that 360 non-Chinese and-124 . 

Chinese visited the former institution, 171 non- 

Chinese and 1,812 Chinese the latter. 20 22. 
During the week ending 9th June there were: : 

reported 70 fresh cases of ‘plague and 64 deaths, -. 

Apart from plague there were only two cases - 

of infectious disease in the Colony last week: : 

one of puerperal fever, within the limits of the 7 

City of Victoria; and the other of smallpox, ~ 

outside. Neither ended fatally, . ; 
A post mortem examination of the body of - 

the coxswain of Fenwick’s launch, who died on. : 

Monday morning, disclosed ‘the ‘fact that the : 

injury inflicted upon him the previous day by © 

the fireman of the launch was not the cause of * 

death. The man had suffered from peritonitis * 

in the stomach, and. death was caused by the - 

bursting of an abscess. The injury done by* 

the chisel was only a flesh wound and did not | 

penetrate to any of the internal organs. On = | 

the 8th inst. the fireman was charged at the - | 

Magistracy with cutting and wounding. Ca 

said the deceased threw a cup at him and he 

replied by throwing a chisel-at him. Sentenced ~ 

to six months’ hard labour. 

' We regret to annonnce the occurence of a sad ‘- 

bathing fatality at Kowloon on the night of the * 

7th inst., Private Parsons, of E.Company, Royal : 

Welsh Fusiliers, losing his life. The deceased < 

and seven comrades were bathing off the beach : 

near the officers’ mess when it-was suddenly dis- : 

covered that Parsons was missing. Ona search - 

being being instituted he was found floating 

face downwards in an unconscious condition, . 

He was brought ashore, and the usual means | 

for the rescusitation of the apparently drowned : 

were resorted to, but without result. Surgeon- _ 

Major Browne did all that was possible, :~ 

but after working for close upon two hours « 

it was found that the man was beyond recovery, . 

The body was hereupon removed to the mor. 

tuary. The deceased was quite a young man,_ 

a good swimmer, and much liked by his comrades. 


Mr: Ho Tung’ is appealing against the 
decision of the court below in the matter of Ho 

: Tung and the Man On Insurance Company, the 

: appeal being opened yesterday. 

- At the Magistracy eight More houses used ag 
brothels in Sam To lane and Second Street were 
ordered to be closed within 24 hours on account 
of theif being in a prohibited area. 


been brought up at the Mazistracy and re- 
manded until the 19th inst, Two of the men 
a Were arrested in Macao and the other in Hong- 
ong. - 


. An excise officer of 15 years’ standing, named 
Ip Man Tai, was charged at the Magistracy 
with attempting to smuggle opiun into the 
colony. The man arrived at about two o'clock 
in the morning by the boat from Canton. He 


The other day a junk which was at Capsui- 
moon was boarded by six men, who attacked the 
master and the other occupants with knives, in- 
flicting several injuries upon them, subsequently 

aking away with them the oars. The mutter 
was reported to the Police at Pinshan, and the 
ringleader was arrested. It transpired that the 
attack was the result of a quarrel between the 
master of the junk and the ringleader, 


We have received from Messrs, Kelly and 
Walsh a copy of a small paper-covered volume 
Life A for China, a brief Memorial sketch of 
the late Dr. Chalmers of Hongkong, compiled 
by Mr. George Cousins. Born in 1895 and 

' dying at the end of last year, Dr. Chalmers 
first arrived in Hongkong in 1852 with his 
wife; here he stayed seven years. then removed 
to Canton, whence he returned to the island in 


1878 to act as senior Missionary of the London 


Missionary Society. This post he retained until 
just before his death. so that his expericnce of 
this part of the world was surpassed by none. 


Fo a en ee ER AE eee be 


A i 
; d to go, whereupon he struck her and Warrant Officer Milligan, who left on the 9th oe 
Appreciations of his character and the ‘alue of pees on a ieed. ‘The second defendant | inst. for England, has not been allowed to leave . See 
his work from the pens of two of his colleagnes, was not there, at the time. The boat brought | the colony withont taking with him tangible - pf 
| the Rev. F. Storrs Turner and the Rey, T. W. her to Hongkong. The other girls gave some- tokens from ‘the “ A” and “ Cc” Machine Gun ; ! 
Pearce, form a fitting conclusion ta the little | what similar evidenee.— District Watchman 11 | Companies of the H. V. C. of their apprecia- - 
volume. reeks said that at, about four o'clock that morning he | tion of his services as instructor. The presen- 
Among the arrivals on the Sth inst. was Mt saw the defendants and the two girls in Bon- | tations were made at the Volunteer Institute 
H. A. Ramsden, late British Vice-Consul at | + 


ham Strand making straight for the Canton 
Wharf. We asked the first defendant where 
he was taking the women to. The man ran 
away but he caught him. The second de- 
fendant said one of the women was his wife, 
The tirst defendant admitted havin g bought the 
girls and that he was taking them to Canton. 
His Worship said the practice ot bringing 
young girls from Pakhoi and other places had 
become very common and must be put down. 
The first defendant would be sent to prison for 
12 months and the second, whose case was not 
so scrious, for two months. 

The Parsee community, which stands second 
to none in the matter of loyalty to the British 
Crown, has representatives in this colony who 
are never backward to represent ‘the feelings of 
the main body in the Bombay Presidency. At 
their premises in Elgin Street on the 10th 
inst, there was held, under the auspices of Mr. 
H.-N. Mody, the President, and the Trustees of 
the Parsee Charity Fund of Hongkong, Canton 
and Macao, a special Jussun service, at. which 
was offered a hearty prayer of thanksgiving 
for the general success of the British arms in 
the campaign, and for the particular success of 
Lord Roberts in his splendid-march to Pretoria. 
The President spoke in very feeling terms of 
the sacrifices made, and of the bravery displayed 
by all sections of the British-army and the bril- 
liant services of Lord Roberts, who was claim- 
ed as an old Indian General. He also 
alluded to the march from Cabul to Can- 
dahar and said that the march to Pretoria 
was analogous in the matter of the hea 
risks and dangers-encountered.. The whole con- 
gregation heartily joined in the sentiments 
expressed by the President, and ended by a 


Manila. He has been transferred { 
| Ramsden was very popular in 
a most trying tine during 
His father was British Consul in Cuha and lost 
his life through the treatment he was sulsjectod 
to during the war in defendiug American in- 
terests. | Another arrival is Mr. T. Cowen, who 
has given up the editorshi p of the Manila 
Times and is going home. Manila does not ap- 
pear now to be an ideal place to reside in. and 
many residents liave regretted the chauge from 
the charming old city in Spanish days to its 
present condition.” The cost of living is also 
said to have doubled since then, 
At the Magistracy on the 11th inst.a house 
coolie named Kwan Shun, in the employ of Mr, 
Oscar“Levy, was charged with stealin & a silver 
watch a gold filled watel.. four gold stnds, and 
some foreign silver coins, the total value being 
set down at $67°50. Mr. Levy missed the articles 
’ on the 9th inst.,,and as his house coolie had 
absconded he suspected him of taking them. He 
accordingly reported his loss to the police. The 
same évening Sergeant -Murison traced the 
delinquent toa brothel in Third Street. He 
- had one of the watches in his Possession, and 
took the officer to the pawnshop where he had 
pawned the other. He also took him to the 
shop where he had sold the gold studs. The 
Magistrate sentenced him to six months jm- 
risonment.—The man who had bought the 
gold studs was then charged with being in 
unlawful possession. It was stated on behalf of 
. the police that Sergeant Murison, a 
by a Chinese constable and the defendant in the 
previous case, went to a gold and silver shop at 
39, Queen’s Road East. The house coolie ask- 

~ ed 


o Havana. Mr. 
Manila und had 
the seige of that city. 


beantiful silver cup and a bank draft, the Cap- ° 
tain delivering a most happy little speech in 
making the presentation. Three hearty cheers . 
anda tiger for Mr. Milligan followed, after 
which the recipient made an appropriate reply. 
Subsequently Lientenant Underwood, on behalf - 
of “C™ Company. and in the absence of Captain 
Potts, presented the late Instructor with a sil- 
ver watch and gold chain and pendant, the latter 
being appropriately inscribed. The departuré - 
of Warrant ‘Officer Milligan is sincerely regret- — 
ted by the Machine Gun Companies, he having 
proved himself an ideal instructor. nA 

Still another case of piracy has been reported. - 
to the police. On the 8th inst. the cook of.: 
the steam-launch Lee Yik put in an appearance” ; 
at the Water Police Station, and gave. particu. .. 
lars of the attack. It seems that. the launch © ; 
left the harbour at about half-past three on the , . 
?th inst. for Canton, towing two kerosine lighs . 
ters. At six o'clock, when near the Brothers, | © 
which lie. between Castlepeak and Lantau,-two° 7 
boats laden with men came alongside and the: . 
occupants of the launch were terrified p Ba ; 
firing of a musket. The pirates made fast to 
the launch, cut the lighters adrift and left one . 
of their own boats behind, and steered away in - 
a westerly direction. The. cook-of the launch — 
jumped overboard and -was 


owe 


Sanders presented their late Instructor with a : 
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ed up by § - 


that the wind being favourable: w 


the ‘master where the: gold studs were which ial prayer to the Almighty to “bestow upon , 
he had si ling iri | cup beloved. Saveruen the #octhee blessings of | the police that the pirates took the Int 
him the a happy reign resplendent will all glory and | to Tan Shui Ho, in the Tung Kun: dis 
have them honour, as also the blessings of the general yond the Bocca forts, where they. : 
em, and Neaare,, unification, and solidarity of Her | in boats apparently waiting f 
the’ gold: Majesty's vast dominious. and the annihilation | took with them from the launch 
defence, 


which was being taken to Canton. to. 
‘dues on the kerosine, ee 


of the Plague and Famine from Her Majesty’s 
Indian Empire.” __ . 


AS 
Consul. General Wildman and family have left 
ae Hongkong for a four or five weeks holiday in 


i Bade - ots 

*. At the Magistracy on the 14th inst. eleven men 

. Were committed for,trial for being concerned in 
‘an armed robbery on three fishing junks in 
Kowloon Bay on the night of the 18th -May. 
The occurrence took place at 11 o'clock at night. 
Several shots were fired, and a fisherman was 
wounded in the foot. The robbers decamped 
with property of the value of 8281. Soon after 

’ their departure the police patrol hove in sight. 
The affair was reported to them, and the neigh- 
bourhood was scoured, but without result. The 
matter was then reported at the Water Police 
Station, and a party of police set out for To Ko 
‘Wan. In three houses which they searched 
they found some of the stolen property, and the 
eleven men who were in were arrested. 

At the Magistracy on the 8th inst. a Chinaman 
from Shaukiwan was fined $25 for neglecting 5 
report a case of infectious disease. Inspector 
Robertson’s suspicions had been aroused by 

‘peeing a sickly-looking girl at the door of the 
defendant's house and on the 7th inst. he went 
inside. Before then he had spoken to the 
defendant at the door. The defendant denied 
that there was any smallpox on_ his pre- 
mises. He, however, seemed averse to the Inspec- 
tor entering the house to see for himself, and the 
Inspector had to push him aside. On going 
into a back room the Inspector found the 
mistress trying to hide a boy, who was evidently 
suffering from a severe attack of small-pox. 
The Inspector went away in order to get 
someone to remove the boy, taking a girl who 
algo seemed to have been ailing with him. On 
his return he found that the boy had been 
removed, having no doubt been taken away in 
@ sampan or junk. The girl was conveyed to 
the Hospital where it was found that she had 
just recovered from small-pox. 


————— 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


A. New York telegram of the 6th inst. an- 
nounces that Commander John McGowan, of the 
U. 8. monitor Monadnock, has been, suspended 
for six months. 

A letter of a Tientsin lady, received at Shang- 
hai, describes how the volunteers went out to 
rescue the Paoting-fu refugees and brought them 

- into Tientsin. “By degrees, “ she writes,” about 
twenty wretched, worn-out-looking men and 
women got in here in a bad state, four wounded, 
one carrying a Boxer flag he had managed to 
peizeand stick to. One poor woman had a baby 
three days old; it died, but the mother is here 
quite safe. Poor souls, they had an awful time 
and have, of course, lost all their homes and be- 


longings. Not only were they chased by Boxers, 
but Chinese regular soldiers fired spn them. 
However, they killed 63 Chinese between them, 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


The Pioneer passed Kiukiang on Wednesday, 
6th Juno, on her maiden veyage up the Yangtze 
to Chungking. A telegram has been received 
stating that the German steamer for the Upper 
River has passed Suez on her way to Shanghai 

In accordance with a notification from the 
Treasury Commissioners, the rate of the dollar 
issued at Hongkong, the Straits Settlements, 
and on the China Station during the quarter 
commencing July Ist, has been fixed at one shill- 
ing and elevenpence.—Singapore Free Press. 

The death is reported from Manila on the 
6th inst. of Mr. William Johnston, founder and 
principal partner of the firm of Johnston, 
Gore, Booth & Co., of Manila. Mr. Johnston 
was a much esteemed member of the British 
community and had been out in the Philippines 
since 1871. 

Commenting on the recent horrible affair 
in Corea, the Jopan Mail says—‘ The 
Emperor of Corea now stands before the world 
a perjured monarch, unworthy to be again be- 
lieved. The whole incident is an abomin- 
able outrage. There is no law of morality or 
principle of expediency that requires the civilized 
world to stand a silent spectator of such horrors. 
We earnestly hope that Japan will not relax 
her efforts to contrive some effectual guarantee 
against any repetition of crimes so shocking. 
Her own fande were not clean in this matter’ 
thirty years ago. But she appreciated and 
obeyed the necessity of respecting the moral 
code of the nations with which she had established 
relations of friendship, and she has therefore a 
kind of prescriptive right to force Corea into 
the same civilized route. If she succeeds, these 
unhappy men, Kwong and An, will not have 
suffered a shocking death in vain. Their con- 
néction with the murder of the Queen—if, in- 
deed, they were connected with it—will have 
been amply condoned should their fate prove 
the means of rescuing their country from judi- 
cial barbarism.” 


COMMERCIAL. 


e 


TEA. 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1900-1 1899-00 
Tbs. lbs. 
Yokohama ...........0.0++6 21,655,97 2,166,218 
KOb@ ces .ssceeccdees cctaedco’ 6,192,96 501,527 
2,784,893 2,667,745 
CAMPHOR. 


the same position as reported last week. 


200 piculs. 


SUGAR. 


Honaxona, 15th June.—The market remains in 
Quota- 


tions for Formosa are :—$91.75 to $92.00; sales 


Honexona, 15th June.—The prices are advanc- 
ing a little, holders being firm. Quotations are:— 


and got in with only four wounded,. but seven | Shekloong, No. 1, White......$7.58 to $7.72 pel. 
are still missing.” do.  ,, 2, White...... 7.15 to 7.18 ,, 
Shanghai papers announce the arrival on the | Shekloong, No. 1, Brown 5.25 to 5.80 ,, 
7th inst. by the Laos of Detective Grant, of the do. » 2, Brown ... 6.15 to 5.20 ,, 
Hongkong Police, having in his custody Fritz | Swatow, No. 1, White...... 7.80 to 782 ,, 
Max Ulbricht, late Secretary of the German do. » 1, White...... 7.18 to 7.20 ,, 
Club in Shanghai, for whose arrest for embez- | Swatow, No. 1, Brown ... 5.15 to 6.20 _,, 
glement a warrant was issued some weeks ago. do. a a nee pr to aes ” 
The prisoner was lodged in the Central Police sietloes eae andy oe ars - 982 ” 


Station and in-the forenoon was brought up at 


the German Consulate, before the Consul-Gen- ——— 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Dr. Schnitzler, when the char was ~--{- ae -— ; : 
foolly cond to him. In the aficenooe Ulb- Per steamer Bamberg, sailed on the 22nd | Saigon, Ordinary .......... seeeeeeeeeeeny $2.70 to 2.75 
richt was brought before the Vice-Consul, Dr. | May. . For Havre:—1 case feathers, 1 case cop- » Round, Good quality ......... a4 e oo 
Ackermann, and his statement was taken in | perware, 5 cases sundries, 6 cases Chinaware, 10 $3 tong iH loaned No 2.) 290 to 208 
camerd, also particulars as to witnesses he wished | cases blackwoodware, 15 cases camphor, 20 cases jam, Cael = cleaned, No. Yass 380 
to-have called, etc. The date of the trial proper | bristles, 41 cases human hair, 50 cases tea, 96 ” ie , ” Oe sae 
Ta ere bales canes, 97 rolls mats and 100 packages | Bing Cargo nnnnncmnnes 420 to 425 
j The public mind (native) up north is, accord- pomrgiciteds Mae pas oe pnadald 7 ? 
ing to a Tientsin correspondent quoted else- | cases ylang g, ¢ cases oodware, 0 cases: 
; arn “ almost tnsanoaicatly oxcited. No rub- | Chinaware, cases lanterns, 10 cases canes, 12\| . fae ee a ee 2 gs 


cases human hair, 100 bales feathers and 295 


bish is too preposterous for belief—the Boxers 
‘7 aa mats. For Havre and/or Bordeaux :—245 


can fly, they can spit fire; even the most sober- 
minded, sensible Chinese are persuaded that 
they are immune to steel and lead. The in- 
* fection is running to craziness.” The reaction 
will, of course, he continues, come soon, and 
Messieurs the ‘Boxers will be discredited as 
much as they are now exalted. It is the 
excitement which is the real source of danger 


camphor. 


8 cases Chinaware, 8 cases blackwoodware, 
cases palm leaf 
bales bamboos, 


end in disaster, especially as the soldiery is a 
doubtinl quantity. - 


rolls, 
rollsi 
matting. For Havre and/or Hamburg: and/or! 
London :—40 cases essential oil and 3,006 cases 
For Hamburg :—! case gongs, 4 cases 
bristles, 5 cases private effects. 6 cases aan 

fans, 18 cases human hair, 24) 
100 bales rattan core, 133 bales 


in. Peking. Theo mob might, by one act of | canes, 208 rolls matting, 209 packages fire-| | Rnplish—Nos. 16 to 24,......... 
indiscretion, be led into eines Vchich would | crackers and 254 bales feathers. For Hamburg) . a2 to 24, 


and/or Bremen :—70 rolls matting. — For Ham- 
burg and/or Antwerp :—150 cases bristles. For 


Hamburg and/or London:— 480 packages canes — 
and 8 cases human hair. For-Amsterdam :+-13:. 
cases Chinaware. For London :—100 cases cam- « 
hor. For Buenos Ayres: —2 cases curios, 12 cases . 
black woodware, 14 cases Chinaware and 18 cases 
undr ies. Ne aS 


Per P. & O. steanier Japan,-sailed on the 24th 
May. For Manchester :—218 bales waste silk. 
For Glasgow :—16 cases blackwoodware. For 
London :—2,015 bales hemp and 4 cases cigars 
from Manila, 10 bales duck feathers and 210 
}-chesta tea from Foochow, 500 boxes tea, 2 cases 
gongs, 6 cases copperware, 2 cases silks, 2 cases 
bird feathers, 60 cases bristles, 285 cases China- 
ware, 49 cases blackwoodware, 6 cases curios, 136 
rolls mats, 16 packages rattanware, 5 boxes 
preserves, 4 boxes cigars, 121 bales feathers, 840 
packages fire-crackérs, 2 cases bicycles, 19 cases 
private effects and 60 bales canes. 


Per steamer Idomeneus, sailed on the 26th 
May. For Liverpool :—4,929 bales hemp, 156 
bales mat, 40 bales rope, 10 bales bambooware 


4 cages cigars and 2 packages sundries. os 


Per steamer Salazze, sailed on the 4th June. 
For Marseilles :—109 bales raw silk, 296 bales 
waste silk, 9 cases silks, 513 packages tea, 13 
cases Chinaware and 2 ‘rolls matting. For 
Lyons : ~362 bales raw silk. For Manchester:— 
100 bales waste silk. ; 

The P. & O. steamer Ballaarat sailed on the. 
9th June. For London :—9 cases cigars from 
Manila, 12 bales feathors and 582 boxes tea from 
Foochow, 12,031 boxes tea, 20 cases bristles, 1 
case bird feathers, 1 package matting sample, 
175 bales raw silk, 50 bales waste silk, 1 
case silks, and 1 case silks, and plated ware. 
For Marseilles :—197 bales raw silk, 100 bales 
waste silk, 10 cases hair and 2 cases curios. For 
Lyons :—371 bales raw silk and 5 packages tea. 
For New York :—22 bales raw silk. For Man- 

chester :—100 bales waste silk. 


OPIUM. 
Honexone, 15th June—Malwa.—A few chests . 
changed hands at $900 for 2/3 years old and $720 
for 4/5 years old. 
Bengal.—The market is very quiet. Very little 
business was done during the week. We quote 
$1,020 for New Patna and Benares. : 


STOCK. 
Patra... sisi eh sees sen tlaveeseshvccoet 928 chests. 
BOnareS........ccccccccseecceccseceeeeseus 231 - 
Malwa, cx. s.0. fc ecsdese eh abaiana <atigveens oe 400 “s 
Persian ...... Ts Gigs seedaiicvededesw ise 2,100 ih 


es 
Course oF tHE Honexone Opium Market. 


PATNA. BENARES. MALWA, 


PATE. | Now. | Old. | New. | Ola. | New.| Old. 
1900. $ $ $ $ 
June 9 | 1,020 {1,060 | 1,020} 1,001 870 | 900/30 
Jane 11 | 1,020 |1,060 | 1,020| 1,030 870 | 900/80 
June 12 | 1,020 |1;060 | 1,020] 17030 870 | 900 
June 13 | 1,020 | 1,060 | 1:020| 1,030; 870 | 900/30 
Tune 14 | 12020 |1'060 | 1,020| 11080! 870 | 900 
Fane 15 | 1,020{1,060 | 1,020] 1,080) 870 900/30 
oe RICE. a 


reported during the week are the following :— 
, YARN AND Preczr Goops.—Bombay - Yarn:— 

&O bales No. 8 at $86, 900- bales No. 10 at $87 to - 
$93, 650 balea No. 12 at $91 to $96, 150 bales No. 
16 at $97 to $99, 1,300 bales No. 20 at $99. to $107. 
at $174, 565 


 Merats.—Quicksilver.—160 flasks 
flasks at $171.- 


Corron Yarn— , 
| Bombay—Noa. 10 to'20s 


eoeees 


114.00 to 120.00. | 


I 
a 


June 16, 1900. 


Corton Pizcr Goops— 


per piece 

Grey Shirtings—¢ lbs... 2.00 to 2.10 
% 7 Ibs. ........, 2.20 to 2.25 

8.4 lbs. ...... 2.75 to 8.60 
9tol0lbs. 3.70 to 4.65 

White Shirtings—54 to 56 1. 2.55 to 2.75 
58 to 60 ,, 3.00 to 3.75 

64 to 66 ,, 4.00 to 4.75 

Fine ...... 5.00 to 7.75 

‘ Book-folds. 4.35 to 6.2% 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.75 to 1.50 
T-Cloths—6lbs, (32 in.),Ord’y. 1.65 to Lo 
Tlbs.(32,,), 4, 190 to 210 

6lbs. (32 ,, ), Mexs. 1.80 to 2.00 

‘lbs. (32,,), 235 to 2.70 

Drills, E - 8to 84 02.,(36 in.) 2.70 to 3.40 

: ills, En lish— 40 yds., 14 to , 

ro ie j #10 to 7.00 


Fancy Corrons— 
' Turkey Red Shirtings—1} i 175 


& lhg ta 7.007 
Brocades—Dyed dee ameseean, .c 4.20 to 5.20 
per yard 
Chintzes—Assorted ...... 0.08} to 0.17 
Velvets—Black, 22 in... 0.26 to 0.65 
Velveteens—18 in. 0.28 to 0,28 
Su - per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk0.40 to 2.09 
Woottans— per yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry ch ops.0.90 to 1.70 
German ... -—— to _ 
Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.55 to 1.75 
- per piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet 6.70 10.30 
: Assorted... 6.80 to 10.40 
Camlets—<Assorted |... 12.50 to 21.00 
Lastings—30 yds.,31 inches, 2 ‘ 
‘Ansorted j 11.50 to 22.00 
Orleans—Plain 8.50 to 10.00 
per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12 Ihs..... $20 to 16.00 
MetTats— 
per picul 
Tron—Nail Rod... 5.75 to — 
Square, FlatRound Bar(Eng.)580 to 
Swedish Bar... 8.00 to _— 
Small Round Rod... 6.50 to ~ 
Hoop § to 1l/2in. 6.75 to — 
Wire 15/25. oe 9.50 to — 
Old Wire Rope ... 2.50 to _ 
Lead, L.B.& Co. and Hole Choplv.50 to — 
_ Australian 2 :..10.00 to = 
Yellow M’tal—Muntz. 14/2002.40.50 to — 
Vivian's. 14/20 oz. 40.51 to - 
Elliot’s 14/20 oz. 40.50 to —_ 
New Chop, 14:20 oz, — to = 
Composition Nails... 65.00 to = — 
Japan Copper, Slabs titties. 89.50 to — 
Tin ....., Pease te oats ta eh ee 80.00 to a 
per box. 
Tin-Plates...0. 00... ccc. 7.75 to — 
per ewt, case 
Bteeld to Ro 6.75 to — 
Sunperes— per picul 
Quicksilver 0000 173.50 _to — 
per hox. 
Window Glass 6.50 to — 
per 10-gal. casa 
Kerosene Oi) 0... 286 to — 
_—_— eee . 


CLOSING QUOTATIONS. 
Feipay, 15th J une, 


os EXCHANGE. 
On London — + 
Telegraphic Transfer vo fl 
Bank Bills,on demand 1/ll 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 1/118 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight .__... VWilin 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight... 1/1lg 


Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 2/0 
On Paris.— | 


Bank Bills, on demand 


dailies deeb 472 
Credits, 60 days’ BNE oii 483 
Ow Bompay.— ~ ; 
Telegraphic Transfer... 146} 
; ondemand 0 1463 
On Catcurra.— a 
' ‘Telegraphic Transfer. 1464 | 
3 ondemand 1463 


and without business. Quotations for the 
Northern Mills are taken 
hai Circular. 


obtainable at that Tate. 
placed at $170. . 
Watkins at $10. No furthe 
under this heading. 


On SHanguar— 


REFINERIES— Chin 
quite neglected and 
report, 

MINING.—The market hag ruled very dull 
and there is but little business to report. Pun- 
joms have been quiet at $6 with small sales, 
Jelebus have changed hands at $12} and Raubs 
at 358. Queens, Caledonians, and Olivers with- 
out business, 

Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks hava been in demand, 


a Sugars and Luzons 
without any business to 


The market 
been placed 
at that rate. 


phreys have been enquired for at $104 and 

$10.60 and 

$10.75; at shares are 
obtainable. 

Corrons.—Hongkongs remain unchanged 


from the last Shang- 


MiscELLANEOUS.—Green Islands have found 

er buyers at $214 but more shares are 
_ Tramways have been 
Dairy Farms at $8} and 
r business to report 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


India: (atr.). 


Maru (atr.), City of Peking (str.). - 


419 - 


Shines ; Closing quotation are as fallows:— 
ank, atsight 0 72 . 
Private, 30 days’ sight... 73 ae Company. Pap ES Quorations. 
ee anks— ss ; “ 
oe 34 1g fo8t buyem 
SERA a a ea wAttes Yuitg cue fey; p.cpm Hongkong & Shai... $125 315 p. ct. prem,== 
On Manita.— hina & Japan, ordy| 24 (21. 
Ondemand.. 24pc.pm 0. deferred £1 125 5s. 
ON Sincarore.— Natl. Bank of Chi 
~ Ondemand 1}p.c.pm Pore re etl buyera 
Ow Baravra.— || Bell's Asbestos E. A... 1 (814, buyers 
On demand izes Sustains cote eS 5 ak 1173 Campbell, Moore & Co. $10 |$16, buyers 
On HarpHona :-— China Prov. L. & M.... $10 |$9.90, sellere 
Ondemand 2 3 p.c.pm, | China Sugar oo... $100 |$125, sellers 
On Saraon: Cotton Mills— 
On demand 22 BW eee iciecrsate Ts. 100 Tis, 60, 
i ean PSB.) sInternational hme 100 |'Tis. 60. 
On Banakox: Laou Kung Mow ...|TIs. 100 Tis, 60. 
_Ondemand 0 60 Soychee wo... Tis. 500 /Tls. 376. | 
SOVERMIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate 10.13 Yahloong ............ Tis. 100 |TIs. 50. 
Gonp Lear, 100 fine, per tael 52.80 a Hongkong .........,,. eee red sellers 
Bar Siuver, per ox. 273 airy Farm ............ 84, buyers 
ais : Reneiccs Co., Geo....} $25 1848, sellers 
= Green Island Cement... $10 |$213, buyers 
JOINT STOCK SHARES. z & C, Bakery ......... $50 $50. 
: ongkong & C.Gas...) £10 |8127. 
Honaxone, 15th June.—A_ fair general Honek Electric § $10 /$11.85, sales 
business has been transacted during the week eee a ee t se Se ice cis 
under review at steady. rates, except in Docks Hongkong Wotelico, $50 |$125, seller 
and Lands, which show a rise,and in Banks, Hongkong Iee............ $25 |$165,buyers 
which have declined. = & ee bit ak & G.... = » Bales 
. . ong hope......... . 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banks in Hew. Doe $125 |530 p. ct. prem, 
the early part of the.week ruled very stead Insurance — [$787.60, buyers 
and changed hands in fair lots at 318 per cont, Canton o.. $50 |$1324, sales 
premium. A decline in the London rate of £21 China Fire 77 $20 |$79, sellers 
however sto ped business and the quotation China Traders’ ...... $25 ($55, sellers 
quickly fell to 315 per cent. premium. at which Hongkong Fire ...... $50 |$295, sales & sells 
the market closes Nationals have found smal] North-China ....:4 £25 ; at 
buyers at quotation. Straits oot, $20 /$1, buyers 
Marine INSvRANCES.— China Traders have} Union... $50 |$265, sales 
been placed in small lots at $544, Unions at Yangtsze ...... Senzadse $60 |$121, sales & sells, 
$265, and Cantons at $132}. In the absence of | Land and Building— 
local business in the northern insurances ‘the eens sie Inv} $50 aa enbs 
quotations are taken from the latest Shanghai own ye tate..| $10 ($10.60, buyers 
éirculars, Sel eee B. 2 ry ee 
FIRE InsvRaNcEs.—Hongkongs remain Face Bis oe sian Beene 
dull with only a small business at $995. Chinas nec eee 
changed hands at $794 and $79. 


$3 [50 cents 
Do. Preference ... $1 |40 cents 
Jelebu oo... 35 /$12.25, buyers 
Queen’s Mines Ld.... 25c. |18 cents 
Olivers Mines, A.... $5 1$32. 
Do. B... $44/$23. 
Punjom .....0........, $7 /36.10 
Do. Perference... * $1 J&1.30. 
Raubs oo... 16s. 10d. |$58, buyers 
New Amoy Dock ...... $643}$22, buyers 


; $100,0.c.,n. issue 
China and Manila... $50 ses ©x.n. issue 
$18, 
China Mutual Pref. £10 |£10 10s, 
China Ordinary ...... £10 |£10 10s, sellers = 
Ose Nesters tet £5 |£5, 5s., buyers 
Douglas Steamship $50 ($48, sellers 


ws $15 |$313, sellers 
Indo-China §.N. ... £10 |§$86, sellers 
ShellTransport and 
Trading Co....... : £100 |£310. : 
ITY iileacccae 310 |$18,sellors 4 
Tebrau Planting Co... $5 185, sellers poh 
Do. oo... $3 |$3. os : 
United Ashestos ...... _ $4 1883, sales ‘ 
Disiatin tect esesin $10 |$1], buyers ee 
Wanchai Warehouse... $374)/856, buyers 
Watkins, Ld. ............ $10 /$10, sales 


$10 |$16, sellers s 
J. Y. Vz VERNON, Broker, : 


ee, 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. { 
\ For Lonpon.—Clyde (str.), Socotra a 
Chingwo (str.), Benalder (str.), Antenor atr.j, 
Stentor (str.), Menelaus (str.). a 


For SEILLES.—Indus (str.), Socotra (str.), 
Inaba Mhru (str.). roe 
For 


REMEN.— Oldenburg (str.). oe 

For Havez anp HamMpura.—Silesia (atr.),. 

Wittenberg (atr.), Savoia (str.), Sambia (str.). ee) 
For Vicroria, B.C.—Glenogte (str.). ae 
For VANCOUVER VIA SHANGHAI—Empress of 


For Porrianp, O.—Argyll (str.). sets ee 
For San Francisco.—Coptie (str.), «A to 


For New Yorx.—Albenga (str.), Armenia (str.),‘ 


Acara (str.). 


For San Diego anp Kobe. —Thyra (str.), » 


